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November 21, 1999 John Chapters 4-5
Early Childhood JHN03EC
Jesus Told Many Kinds of People Who He Was.

Materials I Need:

Memory Verse:
Two- and three-year-old verse:  John 3:16:  “For God so loved the world that He gave His one
and only Son.”
Four- and five-year-old verse:  John 5:24:  “I tell you the truth, whoever hears My word and 

believes Him who sent Me has eternal life.”

Aim Questions for 2’s & 3’s:
1. Did Jesus tell the royal officer that his son would get well? (Yes, and the boy was healed.)
2. Did Jesus make the lame man by the pool well so that he could walk? (Yes.)
3. Is Jesus the powerful Son of God? (Yes.)
4. If we hear Jesus’ words and believe in Him, will we live in heaven with Jesus someday? (Yes.

Say the memory verse.)

Aim Questions for 4’s, 5’s & K:
1. Why was the Samaritan woman shocked that Jesus would ask her for a cup of water at the

well? (Jews did not talk to Samaritan people, let alone eat and drink with them.)
2. What did Jesus tell the Samaritan woman that made her and her friends believe that He was

the Son of God? (Jesus knew about her five husbands, He told her that He would give her living
water, and He told her that He was the Christ.)

3. In Cana, what did Jesus do for the royal official’s son that made the whole family believe that
Jesus was God’s Son?  (Jesus told the official to go home, that his son would live, and the boy was
healed.)

4. Why did the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem get mad at Jesus for healing the man by the pool?
(Jesus told the man to carry his mat on the Sabbath, which angered the religious leaders.  The Jews
wanted to kill Jesus for saying that God was His Father.)

5. How did Jesus say that we get eternal life so that we can live forever with Him in heaven?
(Say this week’s memory verse.  Then review last week’s memory verse.)

Key for symbols:

q This box symbol represents ideas that can be used for two-year-olds through kindergarten.  Please
remember to slow down the pace for two-year-olds and keep the pace moving for five-year-olds.

� This symbol represents ideas that are best used for two- and three-year-olds.

� This symbol represents ideas that are best used for four-year-olds through kindergarten.

Hook:

q First Aid Play Center:  Provide a toy doctor's kit, ace bandages, Band-Aids, slings, crutches, etc.,
for the children to practice first aid on each other or on large stuffed animals.  Talk about what is
wrong with someone and then what they could use to help that person to get better or to help them
move with that injury.  In today's Bible Adventure, Jesus heals two people who could not be helped
by doctors or first aid.
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q Grocery Center:  Jesus asked his disciples to go to town and get some food.  Let’s pretend we are
shopping for the food the disciples might have bought that day.  Allow children to visit a pretend
grocery store that you have filled with empty cans, cartons, or plastic food.  They could use pretend
money and paper lunch sacks.

q Stethoscope Center:  Provide a medical stethoscope for a child to listen to his own heart and to a
leader's heart.  Whose heart is beating faster?  Louder?  Have a child jump up and down for a short
time then have him listen to his heart again.  Is it faster or slower than it was?  In today's Bible
Adventure, Jesus will be asked to go to a royal official's house to heal a little boy of his illness.  The
royal official believed in his own mind and heart that Jesus was the Son of God and could heal his
child while doctors were unable to help.

q Blind Center:  Define the word "blind" for the children (not able to see).  Set up a task for a child to
perform while wearing a blindfold.  He might try to pour rice from one container to another, draw a
picture, eat, stack blocks, etc., while being "blind."  If the children are hesitant to participate, have
them watch a leader who is blindfolded try to perform tasks while the children verbally help.  Jesus
knew that a lot of people needed His help.  They needed His help for their hearts and minds as well
as for their bodies.  In today's Bible Adventure, Jesus will teach that only He can make people well.

q Jesus By the Pool:  (JHN03ECGF4)  Have the children color the GF4 picture while the following
ideas are being discussed:
Lame--unable to walk or to walk with a limp
Blind--unable to see
Paralyzed--unable to move certain parts of the body
What would it be like to not be able to move?
Who would you ask to help you?
Would you ask Jesus to help?
Do you know anyone who has trouble walking?  Who?
How could you help someone you know who can't move?
How do you think it makes Jesus feel when He sees someone who cannot move?

q Group Collage:  Find magazine pictures of a lot of different kinds of people (a mother, several
children, a homeless person, etc.).  As you glue these pictures to a large piece of butcher paper,
discuss the following questions:  Would you like to eat with ___, go to their house, or sit in the park
and chat? Just because people look and act different from us, does that mean we can’t spend time
with them?  God loves people of all kinds, and in today’s Bible Adventure, we will hear about several
different people.

q Water Bucket Play:  Place a plastic tarp on the floor and put a towel on it.  Pull water out of a bucket
of water.  Fill different containers with water.  Replace the water, and let someone else have a turn.
In today’s Bible Adventure, Jesus asks someone to dip into a well and give Him a drink of water.

q Dress Up Center:  Provide a lot of different hats and clothes for children to try on.  Discuss them
being many different people like a hobo, farmer, doctor, fireman, teacher, etc.  While they are
dressed up, have a teacher walk into the room to visit with all of them.  Refer to this during the
adventure.  The teacher didn’t care who they were.  She/he was willing to talk to everyone no matter
what they looked like or who they were.

q Puppet Talk:  Introduce two puppets that try to avoid each other.  They turn their backs to each
other and act stuck-up but are willing to talk to the teacher.  Talk about people who aren’t friendly.
Being friendly is the right thing to do.  What if someone always turned his back to you?  What should
you do?  What would Jesus do?  In today’s Bible Adventure, we will learn that Jesus talked to a
woman even though most people avoided her.

� Clock Center:  Prepare several clock faces on construction paper with poster board arrows and a
brad paper fastener.  Practice turning the hands and talking about the time of day and what is
happening in the children’s families at that time of the day.  In the Bible Adventure, Jesus goes to a
well at a certain time of day.  Listen and find out what He was doing at this time of day.

Book:
Presentation Ideas -
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q Color and mount the JHN03ECGF1, JHN03ECGF2, JHN02ECGF3, and JHN02ECGF4 pictures on
construction paper.  Show them as you tell the Bible Adventure.  Save the pictures and use them for
review as you continue through the gospel of John.

q Tape last week’s JHN02ECGF7 pictures of people on the large wall map as you tell about the events
that happened in those places.

Bible Adventure for 2’s & 3’s-
(Show the review JHN01ECGF2 picture of John writing his letter.)  What was the name of the apostle

who wrote the gospel of John?  (John)  What did Apostle John want us to know about Jesus?  (Jesus is
the Son of God.)

(Show last week’s JHN02ECGF4 picture.)  Last week, we heard about Nicodemus who came to
Jesus at night.  Jesus told Nicodemus that everyone must be born twice, the second time by believing
that Jesus is the Son of God.

(“Walk” a small picture of Jesus from Jerusalem to Cana on the large wall map.  Show the review
JHN02ECGF2 picture.)  Jesus left Judea and walked to Cana where His first miracle had occurred, the
turning of water into wine at the wedding party.  People were glad to see Jesus again.

(“Walk” a royal official from Capernaum to Cana.  Show the GF2 picture.)  While Jesus was at Cana,
a royal official came to ask for Jesus’ help.  The officer begged Jesus, “Sir, my son is sick and dying at
our home in Capernaum.  Will you please come to him and make him well?”

Jesus did not need to go with the royal official.  His word was powerful enough.  Instead of going with
the officer, Jesus said, “Go home now.  Your son will live.”  The man heard Jesus’ words and believed
Him, and started walking on his way home.

Before the officer reached home, his servant met him on the road and said, “Your son is alive.  He is
better!”  The father was very grateful to hear the servants’ words.  He knew that Jesus was the powerful
Son of God.

(Show the GF3 picture.)  The father rushed home to hug his son and his wife.  They all rejoiced
together that the boy was well.  The father told the family about Jesus’ words to him.  The whole family
and all the servants believed in Jesus because of His powerful words that made their son well.

(“Walk” Jesus from Cana to Jerusalem.)  When the feast of the Jews came, Jesus and His disciples
walked to Jerusalem.

(Show the GF4 picture.)  Jesus walked by a pool of water and saw all the disabled people waiting by
the pool.  There were blind people, lame people who couldn’t walk, and people who were paralyzed and
couldn’t move.

Jesus said to one man who had not walked for many years, “Get up now!  Pick up your mat and
walk.”  At once the man was healed.  He picked up his mat and his legs could walk for the first time in
thirty-eight years.  Wow!  Jesus spoke words and people were healed.  Jesus really is the one and only
Son of God.

Prayer:  Dear God, thank You for Jesus, the Son of God.  Thank You for His power that could heal the
officer’s son and the man by the pool who could not walk.  Jesus is the powerful Son of God.  In Jesus'
name, Amen.

Bible Adventure for 4’s, 5’s & K-
(Show the review JHN01ECGF2 picture of John writing his letter.)  What was the name of the apostle

who wrote the gospel of John?  (John)  What did the Apostle John want us to know about Jesus?  (Jesus
is the one and only Son of God.)

(Show last week’s JHN02ECGF1 map of Israel.  Put Jesus and His disciples by the Jordan River.)
More and more people were coming to listen to Jesus and being baptized.  The Jewish leaders in
Jerusalem were jealous of the attention Jesus was receiving, so He decided it was time to go north to
Galilee for awhile.

(“Walk” a small picture of Jesus from Jerusalem toward Samaria on the large wall map.)  Normally,
when Jewish people walked to Galilee from Judea, they went around Samaria on the east side of the
Jordan River because the Jews would not talk to Samaritan people.  The Samaritans didn’t obey the
Jewish law and worshipped on Mount Gerizim rather than going to Jerusalem as God had commanded.

Jews would never eat or drink with Samaritans, nor go into their homes.  That’s why it was very
strange what Jesus, a Jewish man, did when He came to the town of Sychar in the region of Samaria.
(Have the children say, “Samaria,” several times.)
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(Show the GF1 picture.)  Jesus was tired when He reached Samaria and sat down by a well of water.
Jesus sent His disciples into town for food.  While the disciples were gone, a Samaritan woman came to
the well to draw water for her family to drink.

Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman and said, “Will you give me a drink?”
The woman was shocked and said, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman.  How can you ask

me for a drink?”
Jesus didn’t care about social customs.  He cared about people knowing who He was, the Son of

God.  Jesus said, “If you knew who I was, you would have asked me for living water.”
The woman didn’t understand what Jesus was saying.  She said, “How can you give me living water?

You have nothing to put water in.”
Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks water from this well will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the

‘living water’ that I give will never thirst.  The water I give is living water that brings eternal life.”
The woman said, “Give me Your water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming to the

well.”
Jesus said, “Go, call your husband and come back.”
The Samaritan woman said, “I don’t have a husband.”
Jesus said, “You tell the truth.  You have had five husbands and the man you are now living with is

not your husband.”
The woman was shocked that Jesus knew everything about her.  She said, “Are you a prophet?  I

know the Christ is coming.  When He comes, He will explain everything to us.”
Jesus said very clearly, “I am the Christ who is to come.”
Just then the disciples returned with food.  They were surprised to find Jesus talking to a woman.

The Samaritan woman left her water jar and hurried back to town to tell everyone what had happened.
She said to her friends, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did.  Could He be the Christ?”
Many Samaritans were curious and went to see Jesus.

The Samaritans asked Jesus to stay in Samaria so that they could learn more about Him.  Jesus
stayed two days and many listened to Jesus’ words and believed in Him.  They said, “We believe that
Jesus is the Savior of the world, the Son of God who gives eternal life.”  They were glad that eternal life
was not only for Jewish people; it was also for Samaritans.  Jesus’ words are for everyone from every
nation who will hear and believe.

(“Walk” Jesus from Sychar to Cana.)  Jesus left Samaria and walked to Cana where His first miracle
had occurred, the turning of water into wine at the wedding party.  People were glad to see Jesus again.

(“Walk” the JHN02ECGF7 picture of the royal official from Capernaum to Cana on the large wall map.
Show this week’s GF2 picture.)  A royal official came from Capernaum to Cana to ask for Jesus’ help.
The officer begged Jesus, “Sir, my son is dying in Capernaum.  Will you please come to him and make
him well?”

Jesus said to the royal official, “Go home now.  Your son will live.”  The man heard Jesus’ words,
believed Him, and went on his way home.

Before the officer reached his home, his servant met him on the road and said, “Your son is alive.
He is better!”  The father was very grateful to hear the servants’ words.  He said, “What time did my son
start getting better?”

The servants said, “The fever left him yesterday at 1:00 PM.”  Then the father realized that this was
the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.”

(Show the GF3 picture.)  The royal official rushed home to hug his son and his wife.  They all
believed that Jesus was the one and only Son of God because of His powerful words that made the boy
well.

(“Walk” Jesus from Cana to Jerusalem on the large map.)  When the feast of the Jews came, Jesus
and His disciples walked to Jerusalem.

(Show the GF4 picture.)  Jesus walked by a pool of water called Bethesda and saw all the disabled
people waiting by the pool.  There were blind people, lame people who couldn’t walk, and people who
were paralyzed and couldn’t move.

Jesus said to one man, “Get up!  Pick up your mat and walk.”  At once the man was healed.  He
picked up his mat, and his legs could walk for the first time in thirty-eight years.  Wow!  Jesus spoke
words and people were healed.  Jesus’ words were powerful.

The Jews saw the man carrying his mat, and instead of being happy for him, they said, “You can’t
carry a mat on the Sabbath.  You’re breaking the law.”

The man said, “The man who healed me told me to take up my mat and walk.  I am doing what He
told me to do.”

The Jews said, “Who was the man who healed you?”  The man said, “I don’t know who He was.”
When the Jews found out that it was Jesus who healed the man on the Sabbath, they were angry

with Jesus and wanted to kill Him.  They were especially angry that Jesus was telling people that God
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was His Father, making Himself equal with God.  They didn’t want to believe like the Samaritans, who
heard Jesus’ words and believed in Him.  They didn’t want to believe, like the royal official whose son
was healed.  The Jewish leaders in Jerusalem wanted to persecute Jesus and hurt Him.

Next week, we will hear more of Jesus’ miracles that He did to prove that He is the one and only Son
of God.

Prayer:  Dear God, thank You for Jesus, the Son of God.  Thank You for His power that could heal the
officer’s son and the man by the pool who could not walk.  Thank You that He loves all kinds of people,
the Samaritans as well as the Jews.  He loves me, too.  In Jesus' name, Amen.

Look:

q Aim Questions:  One of the helpers would be dressed up before the Bible Adventure as an injured
person by wearing a sling, ace bandage, Band-Aid, and/or gauze wrap.  The numbered questions
would be tucked into the various healing aids.  The children would be called up one at a time to find
the next question to be read.

q Snack Discussion:  In today's Bible Adventure, Jesus healed two or three people of things that were
wrong with them.  They were so thankful that they told others that it was Jesus who had healed them.
During snack time, try to have the children state one-line thoughts about why they are thankful for
what God does in their lives.  The following are only suggestions.  We are thankful because. . .
We have good parents. We have nice teachers.
We have good friends. We have good healthy food.
God gave us pretty flowers. We have warm homes.
We have legs that walk. We live in a good country.

q “Jesus Healed with Powerful Words” Booklet:  (JHN03ECGF6)  Copy a GF6 page for each child.
Fold the page in fourths so that the first page is at the front of the booklet.  As the children color their
pictures, talk about what happened in the Bible Adventure.  Two- and three-year-olds will not have
heard the story of the Samaritan woman, so emphasize the other two pictures.  Sing songs  (see the
Song section) that reinforce the main point of the lesson, that Jesus’ powerful words healed because
He is the Son of God.

q Visitor in a Wheelchair:  Invite someone who uses a wheelchair to visit the classroom to talk about
not being able to walk.  Have them explain or demonstrate how the wheelchair works to help them
get around.  Allow the children to ask questions.  End the discussion with the conclusion that only
Jesus, the Son of God, can heal people.

q "Thankful for Everything" Finger Play:
Thank you, God, for my family. (Hold up fingers to represent your family members.)
Thank you, God, for friends I see. (Shade your eyes with your hand.)
Thank you, God, for birds that sing. (Flap your arms.)
Thank you, God, for Jesus, our King! (Make a crown over your head with your hands.)
Thank you, God, for butterflies and flowers. (Smell a flower.)
Thank you, God, for sunshine and showers. (Wiggle your fingers downward.)
Hear all my prayers and let me say, (Fold your hands in a prayer position.)
I'm a thankful child on this very day!

� Drama:  Jesus Heals the Officer's Son:  Characters needed:  Narrator (reads the story and
prompts the actors), Jesus (in a robe), disciples (twelve or less), a royal official (with a fancy sash), a
wife (with a head covering), the officer's family on the opposite side of the room from Jesus, a sick
child (lying on the floor), a servant, and the audience (sitting on the floor facing the actors).  Ask for
volunteers to do the acting parts and then go through the story once or twice with them before
presenting it to the rest of the class.  Those children not in the play could be coloring or working with
puzzles.
“Jesus walked with His disciples from Judea to Cana. (Jesus and the disciples walk from one part of 
the room to where the audience is sitting.)  The people at Cana were glad to see Jesus again.  
(Audience claps and cheers.)  They remembered that Jesus had turned water into wine at their 
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friends' wedding.  (The disciples walk over and sit in front of the audience and Jesus pretends to 
speak to the crowd.)  While Jesus was teaching, a royal officer came from another city to ask for 
Jesus' help.  (Royal officer leaves area of family, approaches Jesus, and gets down on his knees.) 
The officer begs Jesus to heal his son who is very sick and dying back at his home.  The officer 
wanted Jesus to go home with him and make his son well.  (Officer points to his home and folds his 
hands in a begging position.)   But Jesus would not go.  (Jesus shakes His head, "No.”)  He said 
instead, ‘Go home now.  Your son will live.’  (Jesus points to officer's family.)  The officer believed 
Jesus and got up to go home.  (Officer stands and walks toward his family on the other side of the 
room.)  Before the officer was even home, his servant ran out to tell him that his son was better.  
(Servant runs to officer excitedly.)  The father was very happy to hear the servant's words.  (Father 
claps and then hugs the servant.)  The father then knew that Jesus was the powerful Son of God.  He
ran home to hug his son and wife and told them about Jesus.  (Father hugs his wife and son and 
points to where Jesus is standing.)  The officer's family and his servant believed in Jesus because of
His powerful words that made their little boy well.”  (Everyone kneels in praying position. Applause.)

q “Hear, Believe, and Receive” Review Chant:
Hear!  Clap, clap, clap. (Hold hands to ears.)
Believe!  Clap, clap, clap. (Point to your heart.)
Receive eternal life!  Stomp, stomp. (Point upwards.)
Hear, believe, receive!  (Clap and stomp for each word.)
Discuss how the woman at the well heard the truth about who Jesus was, believed, and received 
eternal life.  Then she went and told others about Jesus so that they could know Him, too.

� Feel-in-the-Bag:  (JHN03ECGF1)  Place several items in a bag, including a small pillow (Who was
tired?), a water bottle (Who asked for a drink?), a toy car (Did Jesus travel by car to Samaria?),
plastic food (Who went to get food?), the GF1 picture of the woman and Jesus (What did Jesus tell
this woman at the well?), a doll wrapped up and holding a thermometer (What did Jesus do for the
dying son?), a hat for royalty (What did the royal official ask Jesus to do?), a clock or watch set at
one o’clock (What time did Jesus visit the well?), a doll with its leg wrapped (What did Jesus do for
the lame man?), a calendar with Saturday circled (What did Jesus do on the Sabbath that made
some people mad?), and anything else you can think of!

� Prayer Center: Pray for people in different countries that are different from us.  Show pictures of
different nationalities.  Pray that they would understand that Jesus is God and if they receive Him
they can live with Him forever in heaven.

� Duck, Duck, Goose: Play this game using the words “good day, good day, pick up your mat and
walk.”  If rug mats are available, give one to each child to sit on.

� Snack: Serve pretzels and when a child asks for water, discuss the living water that Jesus gives
which changes us from the inside, in our souls, so that we desire to please Jesus, live like He lived,
and receive His eternal life.

� Memory Verse & Aim Question Review:  Place the Aim Questions in a bucket that you pull out of
another larger bucket as if it were the well.  Include papers with the verse.  When they are pulled up,
all the children say the verse together.

Songs:

q God So Loved  (tune:  “The Wise Man Built His House Upon the Rock”)
For God so loved the world that He gave,
For God so loved the world that He gave,
For God so loved the world that He gave,
Hi-is one and only Son.

q Jesus  (tune:  “The Ants Go Marching”)
Jesus sat beside the well.  Hurrah!  Hurrah!
Jesus sat beside the well.  Hurrah!  Hurrah!
The woman came, He offered her
The living water that comes from above
And she hurried back to tell, about, the Son of Go-od.
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Jesus went to Cana town.  Hurrah!  Hurrah!
Jesus went to Cana town.  Hurrah!  Hurrah!
The royal officer came to beg,
“My son is dying; please make him well.”
Jesus said, “Go home, your son, will live, and it was so-o.”

Jesus walked beside the pool.  Hurrah!  Hurrah!
Jesus walked beside the pool.  Hurrah!  Hurrah!
He saw the man who could not walk,
He said, “Get up, take your mat, and walk.”
And the man stood up and walked, and walked, and walked awa-ay.

Jesus is the Son of God.  Hurrah!  Hurrah!
Jesus is the Son of God.  Hurrah!  Hurrah!
Jesus is the Son of God,
He came from heaven, up above.
And we all believe that Je-sus is, the Son of Go-od.

q “Jesus Is” Theme Song (tune:  “Here Comes Peter Cottontail”)
Jesus is the Son of God; He has come from up above.
God has sent His one and only Son.
If we will believe in Him, if we love and follow Him,
He will give us everlasting life.

Jesus healed the little boy; gave his mom and dad great joy.
(Repeat the last three lines from the first verse.)

Took:

q Megaphone Review:  Jesus’ words are for everyone to hear.  People need to hear with their ears so
that they can believe with their hearts.  Jesus talked to all kinds of people and told them who He was.
We can tell everyone about Jesus.  “Come meet Jesus.  He is God’s Son.  He knows everything.  He
gives eternal life.”  Let the children make megaphones by curling paper to make a cone shape.  Tape
the edges. (Toilet paper tubes would work well.)  Glue the memory verse on the megaphone.  Use a
megaphone to talk to a farmer, a doctor, a fireman, etc.  You might use the hats again (in the hat
bin) and practice talking to several people about Jesus.  Go to an outside door, open it, and say the
memory verse together as you share it with anyone who might be listening!

q Flap Picture Book:  (JHN03ECGF5, JHN03ECGF7, and JHN03ECGF8)  Color the three GF7 Bible
Adventure pictures.  Cut them apart and staple the tops of the pictures at the staple marks on the
GF5 page.  Staple a 4” x 4” piece of colored paper over the top of the pictures, so that the cover flap
can be lifted to see the pictures beneath.  Poke holes as shown and reinforce them.  Tie a piece of
yarn looped through both holes.  Tape a GF8 picture of Jesus onto the yarn and move Him toward
the pictures.  Lift up the cover flap to see the review picture below.  Lift each picture flap and discuss
what Jesus said to each person.
Samaritan woman at the well -- “I am the Son of God.  I give living water and bring eternal life.”
Royal official -- “Go home. Your son will live.”
Lame man -- “Pick up your mat and walk.”

q Bible Adventure Review Stickers:  (JHN03ECGF7)  Copy the GF7 page onto 3 1/3” x 4” laser
labels to make stickers for the children.  Otherwise, simply copy the page on regular paper, cut apart
the pictures, and let the children glue the pictures to any colored construction paper.  Review the
meaning of the pictures as the children work.  These stickers can be used in a variety of ways.  The
teacher could ask the children with the woman at the well pictures to put them on a large piece of
butcher paper that is taped to the wall.  Then the children with the royal official’s healed son could
stick their pictures to the butcher paper.  Lastly, those with the pictures of the lame man could put
their stickers on the paper.  Say, “Jesus is the Son of God,” as the children put their stickers on the
paper.  Sing appropriate verses to songs found in the Song section.
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q Preschool Page for Parents: (JHN03ECPPP)  Send a page home with each child, encouraging
parents to take advantage of the reinforcement of Bible truths that can happen at home.  Spend a
few minutes before the children go home creatively reviewing the song and memory verse.
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