
3JER22JR1

February 9, 1997 Jeremiah Chapters 26-29
3rd-6th Grades 3JER22JR
Godliness is the Goal, Not Popularity

Materials I Need:

Memory Verse:

This is what the Lord says: “Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who depends on flesh for his
strength and whose heart turns away from the Lord.  He will be like a bush in the wastelands; he
will not see prosperity when it comes.  He will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt
land where no one lives.  But blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in
him.  He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream.  It does not
fear when heat comes, its leaves are always green.  It has no worries in a year of drought and
never fails to bear fruit.” Jeremiah 17:5-8

The Prophet Jeremiah
The People Judah
The Prophecy God’s punishment is exile to Babylon
The Principle Godliness is the goal, not popularity

Aim Questions:
1. How many years of prophecy and history of God’s people does Jeremiah cover? [40]
2. Who were the 4 kings during those 40 years? [Shallum, Jehoikim, Jehoichin & Zedekiah]
3. Why was Jeremiah’s life spared when he was accused of being a false prophet?
4. Why did God ask Jeremiah to make a yoke and place it on his neck? What is a yoke anyway?
5. Jeremiah sent a letter to the captives in Babylon. What were some of its main points?
6. What plans do you think God has for you?

Hook:

q LETTERS. Collect some “old” letters together and bring them to class.  Have them arranged nicely
on a table for the Bible students to pick and  check out.  There are some copies of letters President
Lincoln wrote. Copy them onto parchment style paper for an authentic look. 3JER22JR.GF7a/b
Debrief:  Listen to today’s Adventure and find out why a letter was so important.

q PROPHETS.  Have several pretend prophets enter the classroom.  They can tell the class things
that will tickle their ears, things they want to hear.  Have someone come in and tell them a truth,
“The Lord knows the plans He has for you.”  Who was the real “pretend” prophet?  How could you be
sure? How could the Israelites know for sure?

q YOKE.  Bring in, borrow, or create a yoke so that the Bible students can see what one is.  How does
it work? How does it make two work as one? [The yoke seemed to illustrate a couple of things. First,
the absolute stubbornness of Israel had made it necessary for God to handle them as one handles an
animal. The yoke was meant to weigh upon an animal as well as support what lines he was pulling.
With a good stiff yoke, most animals were ready to submit. Second, it showed the choke hold that
Babylon was gaining on the nation.]  You may use color page 3JER22JR.GF10 as an illustration.

Jeremiah
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Book:
Presentation Ideas -

q KINGS OF JUDAH.  JEHOIAKIM  3JER22JR.GF1 and JEHOIACHIN  3JER22JR.GF2.  Use the
pictures of these kings during the Bible Adventure as you are talking about them.

q DEAR ONES IN BABYLON.  Can be used as an overhead during your Bible Adventure (please
order 1 week ahead if used) or have a messenger just arrive at this point in the Adventure and
deliver the message to the Captives in Babylon (the Bible students). 3JER22JR.GF3

Bible Adventure -
The book of Jeremiah is an amazing book. In it, Jeremiah records 40 years of prophecy and of the
history of God's people. Jeremiah's prophecies were delivered during the reigns of four different Kings of
Judah. Let's review who those kings were: Shallum, Jehoikim, Jehoichin, and Zedekiah. As Jeremiah
recorded these prophecies he would often move from the time of one king's reign to another. Last week
the prophecies moved from one king to the next. This week we begin in the reign of King Jehoikim. God
told Jeremiah to go to the courtyard of the temple and warm them about their disobedience to God's law.
God told the people that if they did not listen, He would cause the temple to be empty and abandoned
and the city of Jerusalem to be cursed. Jeremiah's words made the people so angry they grabbed him
and said he must die. They claimed he was a false prophet because he said in the Lord's name that the
temple and the city would be deserted. The people's hearts were so far from God that they did not
believe this prophecy could come from Him! Jeremiah defended himself by saying that the Lord had
indeed sent him to deliver this message. He warned them again that if they did not change their ways
and actions God would bring the disaster He had promised them. Jeremiah also warned them that if they
killed him they would have the blood of an innocent man on their hands. Then some of the people
remembered that another prophet, Micah, had given the same warning to the people almost 70 years
earlier. They remembered that because King Hezekiah had listened to Micah, God did not bring the
judgment on them that Micah had predicted. The people then said that Jeremiah should not be put to
death. Jeremiah's life was spared.

Jeremiah next wrote about a time during King Zedekiah's reign. God asked Jeremiah to make a yoke
and place it on his neck. A yoke was a large frame that fit over the heads of two animals, usually oxen.
The yoke would join the two animals together and make it easier for them to work together. It also put
enough weight on the animal that it would be obedient to commands. Why did God ask Jeremiah to do
such an unusual thing? The answer is that God knew what His people had been thinking and saying.
Some of the people of Judah had already been taken to Babylon as captives at this time. Jeremiah had
predicted that they would stay as captives for 70 years, but there were false leaders who were promising
that Judah could rebel against Babylon and escape. God sent Jeremiah with the yoke to tell them that
they were to submit to the yoke of being servants to the King of Babylon. If they tried to rebel, God would
bring judgment upon them. Jeremiah warned the people not to listen to the false leaders and the false
prophets, who were saying that some of the items taken from the temple by the Babylonians would soon
be returned. One of these false prophets, a man named Hananiah, challenged Jeremiah by saying that
God's people would not be held captive in Babylon for 70 years. Hananiah said his message from God
was that within two years God would bring back all the items taken from the temple, and all the people
who had been taken captive as well. Hananiah illustrated his prophecy by taking the yoke off Jeremiah's
neck and breaking it!

Imagine the confusion and uncertainty of the people listening!  Here were two prophets, with totally
opposite prophecies, and both claiming to be speaking God's words!  Perhaps if the people had stopped
to think, they would have remembered that Jeremiah had given prophecies about Jehoikim and
Jehoichin that had already come true.  The people knew that the way to know for sure that a prophet was
speaking God's word was that the prophecy would always come true to the last detail.

God had a prophecy for Hananiah, too. God told Hananiah through Jeremiah that though he had broken
the yoke on Jeremiah's neck, God would place a unbreakable iron yoke on the nations who were
rebelling against His will. Because Hananiah had told lies to the people of Judah, Jeremiah prophesied
that Hananiah would die within 7 months. When this happened, it was further proof to the people that
Jeremiah was God's true prophet.
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Jeremiah then sent a letter to God's people who were being held captive in Babylon. Jeremiah told them
they would be there for a long time. He did this because even in Babylon there were false prophets
telling the people they would be captives for only a short time. Jeremiah warned the people not to listen
to these false prophets. He told them to prepare for a long stay--to live life like normal and to work hard
to help Babylon proper. They were even to pray for Babylon. God would use those 70 years to cause His
people to turn back to Him. They needed God's yoke to make them obedient to Him again. Before the 70
years, God's people were stubborn and would not listen to Him. They preferred lies to the truth.
Sometimes God's truth may seem harsh to us, but God's intention is always to bring us to obedience to
Him. False teachers will always be around to tell us about an easier way, but only God's way will pay off
in the end. God's promise to His people in Jeremiah 29 can also become our promise:
"'For I know the plans I have for you,' declares the Lord, 'plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans
to give you a hope and a future. Then you will call upon me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek me
and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”

Look:

q q CLUES.  This is a simple color page. How do you find God?  It can be very easy because He’s not
hiding. 3JER22JR.GF8  Also do the Word Search for 3JER22JR.GF12.  The words to find are the
ones underlined in the verse.

q COPY IT.  Turn to Jeremiah 29:11-13, copy the scripture on 3JER22JR.GF4  to send to your
missionary. Copy it again onto a 3x5 card for your own benefit.  Scripture can encourage you!  Be
encouraged, God has a plan for your life!

q HIDDEN PICTURE. Color in the spaces marked with a “g” gray, the spaces marked with a  “w”,
white and the spaces marked with “y”, yellow.  What does this picture have to do with today’s lesson?
Can you think of another word that sounds like yolk? The yolk is a play on words.  Lead your students
to the conclusion, YOKE!  Why did Jeremiah make and wear a yoke? What was God’s point?
3JER22JR.GF5

q LETTER. Provide a picture of the missionary Jeremiah for the Bible students to attach to the front
of their card.  Have the Bible students write a letter of encouragement to the class missionary.
Jeremiah was writing a letter of encouragement to the Israelite captives but they didn’t seem to see it
that way at all. They preferred lies to the truth. Sometimes God’s truth may seem harsh to us, but
God’s intention is always to bring us to obedience to Him.  We are not prophets but God can use us
to encourage others.  Encourage your missionary in the work they are doing for the Lord.  Tell them
how the Lord is working in your own life.   3JER22JR.GF4

Took:

q 4 P’s. The four P’s is a little ditty to help you remember the prophet, people, prophecy and principle
of each book of the Old Testament that we are studying this year. You can jump rope to each little ditty if
you can do that rhythm thing!

The Prophet is Jeremiah
The People are from Judah
The Prophecy . . . God’s Punishment
Exile . . . to Babylon
The Principle . . . godliness goal
Popularity No.
These are the 4 P’s
Got ‘em from Jeremiah
Now it’s time . . . to jump out.

q BE LIKE A TREE.
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[This is your last day to teach this song to the younger Bible students as a class. Have fun with it and use
lots of actions.  3rd-6th Graders, enjoy the younger Bible students.]
Paul and Denise Smith copyright 1994 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music/ASCAP

I’ve gotta be like a tree
Planted by the water
Trusting in the Father
To keep me strong
I’ve gotta be like a tree
Planted by the water
Trusting in the name
Of the Lord
I’ve gotta be like a tree
Planted by the water
Trusting in the Father
To help me grow
I’ve gotta be like a tree
Planted by the water
Trusting in the name
Of the Lord.

The deeper the roots go
The better the fruits grow
The Blessings bloom out
For all to see

The deeper the roots go
The more my life shows
That Jesus is the Lord of me.

(Repeat Chorus and verse)

I’ve gotta be  like a tree
Planted by the water
Trusting in the Father
To keep me strong
I’ve gotta be like a tree
Planted by the water
Trusting in the name
Of the Lord
Trusting in the name
Of the Lord
Trusting in the name
Of the Lord
Trusting in the name
Of the Lord.

q GOOD GUYS & BAD GUYS. Make several copies of GOOD GUY/BAD GUY and distribute them to
your Bible students.  Assign parts to each of the students.  [Several students can be assigned the
roles or priests, prophets, officials & elders.]  Read the first dialogue out loud with feeling!
Discussion: Why did the “Bad Guys” want Jeremiah sentenced to death?  Why do the officials think
he should live?  Read the second dialogue.  How can you tell if a prophet is really from God or not?
Are there prophets today?  3JER22JR.GF6

q YOKE OF OXEN.  Instructions for craft are on the page.  While making craft, discuss why oxen are
yoked and how they work together.

q AIM QUESTIONS
1. How many years of prophecy and history of Gods people does Jeremiah cover? [40]
2. Who were the 4 kings during those 40 years? [Shallum, Jehoikim, Jehoichin & Zedekiah]
3. Why was Jeremiah’s life spared when he was accused of being a false prophet?
4. Why did God ask Jeremiah to make a yoke and place it on his neck? What is a yoke anyway?
5. Jeremiah sent a letter to the captives in Babylon. What were some of its main points?
6. What plans do you think God has for you?  3JER22JR.GF5

q TREE REVIEW. Bring in the tree branch you have been using for the past two weeks.  What are the
green leaves for? Are you deeply rooted in Christ? What plans do you think the Lord has for your
future? [This is the last week for the tree. Have everyone who has memorized the scripture passage
Jeremiah 17:5-8 put their names in a hat. Whoever is picked can take that tree home!] Why would
you want to be like the tree in the scripture?
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