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November 10, 1996 Isaiah Chapters 13-23
3rd-6th Grades 3ISA10JR
The Savior Is Coming

Materials I Need:

Memory Work:
 Isaiah 1:16&17 Stop doing wrong, learn to do right!
 The Prophet - Isaiah (Yahweh is Salvation)
 The People - Judah, The Israelites Who Lived Around Jerusalem
 The Prophecy - Your Sin, Your Savior
 The Principle - The Savior Is Coming

Aim Questions:
1. What does Isaiah’s name mean?  (Yahweh is Salvation.)
2. What is the prophecy we took from Isaiah?  (Your Sin, Your Savior--the Savior is Coming!)
3. How did God use Isaiah in a peculiar way to warn His people not to trust in Egypt?  (Barefoot

and without clothes.)  Why?  (Isaiah illustrates how Egypt would end up after God judges the
nation using Assyria as His weapon.)

4. What things do you tend to turn to for deliverance or to be saved?  Whom should you
surrender?

5. Do you shrink back when you think God is asking you to do something or do you embrace
Him? Give an example.  Where are you putting your trust?

Hook:

q Radio/Video Cast.  You will need to pre-record this drama either on video or audio tape.  Have it
ready for the beginning of class.  3ISA10JR.GF8-pages 1-3

q Magazine Madness.  Bring in magazines for the Bible students to search through and clip pictures
or words.  Look for things' people in America might put their trust in over God.  Glue the pictures to a
piece of poster board.  Use a large black marker and label the poster, “Who Is Your God?”  (Other
ideas:  Will the real God please stand?  Where are you putting your trust?)  Utilize this collage when
talking about application, and set it up outside the classroom for the parents to see and discuss as
they pick up their children.

q Axis & Allies.  Bring in the game Axis & Allies.  Discuss simple war strategies using game pieces.
What would the World see as their best defense?  (Get the biggest, worst country to come in and
help so that we will not be squashed.)

Book:
Presentation Ideas -

q Assyrian Campaigns.  Teachers: This is some additional background on Assyria FYI (for your
information). 3ISA10JR.GF1
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q Map.  Utilize map or globe to show the progress of the Assyrian Army.  These were “real” historical
events.  3ISA10JR.GF2

q Time Line.  This may be more for teachers than students, but you may use it to put Isaiah in
historical perspective with the other prophets. 3ISA10JRGF3

q A Tame Picture Of Isaiah.  Use your own judgment.  This picture was created to express Isaiah’s
uncomfortable obedience to God’s request that he walk about as a captive would who was being
marched into slavery.  The shame of being taken captive would be horrible.  Imagine, walking
hundreds of mile with little of no clothing to cover yourself from the elements.  God had called Isaiah
to do a drastic thing in order to gain the attention of the people of Judah.  3ISA10JRGF4

Bible Adventure -
Last week we learned of Isaiah's vision of God and how it changed his life.  Isaiah's realization of the
holiness of God and of the seriousness of sin gave him the boldness it took to be the spokesman of God
to God's people.  God's message through Isaiah to Israel and Judah was a message of judgment.  God's
people continued in their rebellious ways even after God's warnings and attempts to bring them back to
Himself.  God had decided to deal with them.

Remember when we studied the book of Jonah?  God asked Jonah to go to Ninevah, a city in Assyria.  If
you recall, the Assyrians were cruel and violent people.  However, God was able to use this fierce, evil
nation as a tool in His hands.  He caused Assyria to invade Israel.  Israel had refused to call upon the
one true God and instead conspired with Egypt, one of her neighbors, to try to overcome Assyria.  God
meant to teach Israel that only He could keep her safe.  So Assyria invaded, taking Israel captive,
scattering the people far and wide, and filling the land with Assyrian settlers.

Imagine the terror the little country of Judah must have felt watching all this go happen.  They had
watched Assyria conquer country after country, and now that they had conquered Israel they were
camped right on Judah's borders!  Judah knew it was only a matter of time before Assyria attacked them,
too.  King Hezekiah of Judah was being pressured by many in the land to seek help from Egypt.  God
knew what the people of Judah were thinking.  He gave Isaiah a message for them and had Isaiah
deliver it in a very unusual way.

God told Isaiah to take off his sandals and his clothes.  Isaiah's love for God was so great that he obeyed
Him and went about stripped and barefoot for three years!  Why would God ask Isaiah to do such a
thing?  God was using Isaiah as an illustration or picture to the people of Judah.  He said to them in
Isaiah 20, "Just as my servant Isaiah has gone stripped and barefoot for three years as a sign and
portent (or prediction of something that will happen in the future) against Egypt and Cush, so the king of
Assyria will lead away stripped and barefoot the Egyptian captives...to Egypt's shame. “ Those
who....boasted in Egypt will be afraid and put to shame.  In that day, the people who live on the coast will
say, 'See what happened to those we relied on, those we fled to for help and deliverance from the king of
Assyria.  How then can we escape?'"  Just think of the panic God's words caused to the people of Judah.
Imagine you are being chased at school or in your neighborhood by a huge bully.  Just ahead of you is
the kid who won the district boxing championship.  "Good" you think.  "This guy will protect me and I will
be safe!"  Then the bully runs up and levels the boxer with one punch.  There goes your last defense.
You put your faith and trust in someone who had no more control over the situation than you did.  That's
what Judah did, too.  God was warning them not to place their trust in Egypt, because Egypt was soon
going to have major troubles of their own.  The people of Egypt went to fortune-tellers and people who
claimed they could talk to the dead for help.  They went to their great river called the Nile, they believed
the Nile was a god, but it was helpless to save them.  They turned to their leaders, but their leaders failed
them.  God spoiled everything they turned to for help so they would know He is the one and only God
who controls all things.  He did the same thing to Judah.  Judah now had only two choices--to call out to
God for help or suffer God's judgment, like Israel did.

Here in America we see people placing their trust in things rather than in God.  Many Americans think
they are a strong country so they trust in that strength.  They may trust in money to keep them from hard
times.  People trust in family, friends, or even in themselves and think they can handle anything that
comes their way.  Sooner or later, these "false gods" we place our trust in fail us, too.
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Isaiah was faithful to warn Judah not to trust in false gods, even if it meant walking barefoot and without
clothes to preach God's message.  God does not ask us to do anything quite so dramatic, and yet we are
often afraid to talk to people about God.  Woven all through the book of Isaiah are promises of a coming
Messiah and  Savior of the kingdom.  Do we care about the people we meet enough to tell them about
Jesus the Messiah and how they can become a part of His forever kingdom?  Isaiah can be an example
to us to trust God enough to share in boldness, remembering that we are telling people about the only
way they can escape judgment and destruction.

Look:

q Isaiah.  Be creative.  Use the supplies given to create Chapter 19:  Cotton balls; twine; yellow, blue,
brown construction paper; colored pencils.  Use a plain white piece of construction paper for the
background.   There  is an example of what they can do. 3ISA10JR.GF5

q Reporter.  Consider 3-5 facts to report to the world regarding Egypt’s situation.  Have the Bible
students take turns going into the hall and giving a radio newscast.  Record all of the Bible students
and play it back at the end of class.  OPTION 2.  Have the Bible students team up and write a short
interview together, then go out in the hall and record.  There is an example that you may wish to use
3ISA10JRGF8.

q Help Isaiah.  A good reporter needs to get facts and they have 6 basic questions to ask to gather
information.  They are listed for you.  Can you answer them for Isaiah?  3ISA10JRGF6

q Forbidden.  The goal is to get the Bible students to say the word at the top of the card.  You must
get your team to say the word, but you may not use any of the words on the card (or any form of the
words.)  Helpful Hint:  Use synonyms!!!  Some cards were left blank, on purpose, for you to
complete.   3ISA10JRGF7

Took:

q Prophet page.   This is a half sheet of paper for the Bible students to complete.   This sheet will
also help with the memory work.  If these pages are all saved, the Bible students will have a booklet
on the minor prophets that they have put together. These pages will fit in a small binder.
3ISA10JRGF9

q Jumpin’ 4 P’s.  Jump rope to the Jumpin’ 4 P’s.
The Prophet is Isaiah
The People are from Judah
The Prophecy---Your Sin, Your Savior
The Principle---The Savior is Coming
The Savior is Coming
These are the 4 P’s
Got ‘em From Isaiah
Now it’s time --- to jump out.

[To make into a rap, delete the last line and repeat the second to the last line.]

q Details Overhead.  Details, Details, Details Could you look through Chapter 19?  What does the
Lord tell Isaiah regarding Egypt?  List some of the prophecy against Egypt.  Call on the Bible
students as they raise their hands.  3ISA10JRGF10
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q Alliances.  Discuss the alliances of World War II as a modern example of the agreement that Judah
was considering with Egypt.  Use a world map or globe.  Have the Bible students guess which
countries were on each side of this war.  The countries are listed below.  The students might be
surprised to learn the US was allied with the Soviet Union.  What would the dangers be for a godly
nation that allied itself with a country that did not honor God?  Apply this principle to agreements
between individuals (i.e. unequally yoked marriages).

AXIS ALLIES

Germany Great Britain
Italy USA
Japan USSR
Rumania China
Finland France
Hungary
Bulgaria

q Discussion Questions. Write them on the board and discuss them as a class.
1. What things do you tend to turn to for deliverance or to be saved? Whom should you

surrender?
2. Do you shrink back when you think God is asking you to do something or do you

embrace Him? Give an example. Where are you putting your trust?

WHOSE SIDE ARE YOU LEANING ON.
WHY SO DOWNCAST OH MY SOUL, PUT YOUR
HOPE IN GOD.
TRUST AND OBEY















EGYPT  

COUNTRY
PYRAMIDS

NILE
PHAROAH

MOSES

NILE  

RIVER
DRY

WATER
EGYPT

gOD

ASSYRIANS  

ATTACKERS
ISRAEL
JUDAH

BRUTAL
JUDGMENT

WEAVERS  

CLOTH
LINEN

BASKETS
REEDS

UNDERWATER

ISAIAH  

PROPHET
EGYPT

ASSYRIA
NAKED

OBEDIENT

FISHERMAN  
FISH
POLE

CATCH
BAIT

HOOK

__________  

__________  

__________  

FORBIDDEN

The goal of this game is
to get the Bible students
to say the word at the
top of each card. You
may not say any of the
words provided on the

card. You may not even
say a form of the words
written on the cards. If a
student says one of the
words or a form of it

then whoever is
watching says

FOR-BID- DEN and
that persons turn is up.

You might want to
shuffle that card back in

to try later.

Write up some cards of
your own to try and

stump your Bible
students. Perhaps even
invite the Bible students
to write up some of the
cards and try to stump

the teachers!

3ISA10JR.GF7
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Characters: Props:
Chad - News anchor a desk for news anchor

Cleo - reporter papers (script)

Dan - Reporter one or two pretend microphones

Egyptian fisherman

Egyptian weaver

Announcer

Direct from Zoan, Egypt...
Announcer: This is FBC news of the Nile with your host Chad Scarob and correspondents Cleo

Sphinx on the Nile, and Dan Matthews in Judah

Chad: In tonight’s top story, Pharaoh has tried another group of counselors. Officials say this group

claims to be able to talk with the ancient kings and convey their ancient messages of wisdom.

But today Pharaoh called them “nothing but fools”, and put them in prison. There they will
join all the other spiritists and mediums that have lost Pharaoh’s confidence recently. No wise

man in thelast year has lasted more than two weeks in Pharaoh’s counsel. He only seems to be

getting more confused as he tries to please the gods and obey the spirits of the dead. Officials

are becoming concerned about the leadership from the palace. Pharaoh doesn’t seem to be able

to make decisions about what should be done to protect the country from the Assyrian threat.

Their officials have decided not to wait for orders from the palace. However, there is no

agreement among them either. The soldiers and the governors don’t know who to obey, and

different orders are coming at them from all sides. It is as if the country is dizzy and staggering

around with no sense of direction.

And now.. with our continuing report on conditions along the Nile, here’s Cleo Sphinx. Cleo?

Cleo: Thank you Chad. Conditions seem to be worsening all along the river. This year’s crops are at

less than half the average yield, and even with such small amounts of grain the farmers are

having trouble getting their crops to market. Usually everything is transported in boats on the

Nile, but now it is no more than a stream and the boats keep getting stuck. It is not a good

situation. The plants are withering all along the banks and everything is dying. It doesn’t even

smell good. Let’s see what the townspeople have to say.

Sir.., sir., can I speak to you for a moment?
Fisherman: Sure, I’ve got nothing better to do.
Cleo: What do you mean? You are a fisherman, right?

Fisherman: Yes, that’s true, but there’s nothing left to fish for so I might as well talk to you. The

nets have been empty for days. There are dead fish all along the banks, but none of us can find

any to catch. I don’t know how I am going to earn a living and feed my family.

Cleo: Yes, well, thank you for your time. Maybe we’ll find better news if we speak to someone in a
different business. Let’s talk to a weaver in this fabric shop. Could we have a minute of your

time?
Weaver: What can I do for you?
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CIeo: Can you tell us what effect this drought is having on your business?
Weaver: I wish I could give you a positive outlook, but I am afraid things are getting

worse by the day. The flax and the linen crops are so small that prices have gone out of sight.

We can’t afford materials even when we can get them, and no one can afford to buy our fabric

anyway. I just don’t see how we will survive. We are all very discouraged. We have

worshipped the Nile River as our god and we’ve done our best to please her with our offerings.

Now she’s angry and we don’t know why. Without the blessings of the Nile, we have nothing.

We feel like giving up and some of us have already.

Cleo: That’s the situation along the Nile River. Now back to you, Chad.

Chad: Thank you, Cleo. Fighting broke out again in Noph today. Sources are unclear on what the

dispute was about, but it was reported that both factions were Egyptian. This is only the latest

skirmish of a growing number of battles between Egyptian families, neighbors, and cities.
Some experts think that all this fighting among ourselves is brought on by an intense fear of

what the Assyrians will do if they make their way through Judah and begin to take Egypt

captive. Reports of Assyrian cruelty are causing Egyptian hearts to melt in fear.

It is time now to talk with our correspondent in Judah. Dan, are you there?

Dan: Yes, Chad. I’ll have to keep moving. I am with a group of captives from Samana. There is

chaos and confusion everywhere. All the people have been uprooted and marched away, along

with their animals. I suppose they are going to be slaves to the Assyrians, but they don’t resist

because they’ll be punished for sure if they do. It’s interesting that some of the Jewish people

are blaming themselves for what is happening. They say they should have trusted their God

and obeyed Him instead of thinking that they could resist Assyria if they worked together with

you and the Philistines. Some Jewish sources say that they knew all of this was going to

happen. I understand there was a prophet of Jehovah that foretold details about all the Assyrian

attacks so far. He said Assyria would conquer Babylon, Philistia, and Moab. . .before it

actually happened.

Chad: Who is this prophet?

Dan: According to my sources, his name is Isaiah, son of Amoz.

Chad: I’ve never heard of him.

Dan: Well, here in Judah, I guess he has been pretty hard to miss. For three years he walked around

barefoot without any clothes.

Chad: I’m afraid to ask why he did that.

Dan: Actually, it has to do with a prophecy about Egypt. He said that the Assyrians will come to

Egypt and capture all the people. They’ll put to shame by forcing you to go naked and barefoot

as you are led away from your homes. Then they’ll take your homes and land for themselves.

Chad: You don’t think there is any truth to this, do you?
Dan: All I know is that this prophet has been remarkably accurate so far. He predicted the defeat of

Israel to the North and he actually predicted some of the troubles you’re already having there

in Egypt. For instance, he said the Nile would dry up. The prophesies of Isaiah are primarily

responsible for the breakdown of negotiations last year. Remember when Judah almost backed

out on our

agreement to work together in resisting the Assyrians? Maybe Isaiah was right after all. You have been

having so many problems there in Egypt that you haven’t been able to fight with Judah. If King

Hezekiah doesn’t do something, Judah will be defeated and most experts predict that Assyria

will continue in your direction.

Chad: That is not very good news. Thank you. Dan. Well, we are all out of time. Join us again

tomorrow.
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Announcer: This has been News of the Nile with your host Chad Scarob.
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