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May 23, 1999 Deuteronomy 1-11
Early Childhood 1DEU01EC
Moses Remembered God’s Promises.

Materials I Need:

Memory Verse:
The Lord Himself goes before you and will be with you; He will never leave you.          

Deuteronomy 31:8

Attribute of God emphasized in this lesson: God keeps His promise to stay with His people.

Aim Questions for 2’s & 3’s:
1. Did God faithfully stay with the Israelites in the desert? (Yes.  He led them in the cloud.)
2. Did God faithfully take care of the Israelites in the desert? (Yes.  God sent manna and water

every day in the desert.)
3. Was the land of Canaan a good land full of milk and honey? (Yes)
4. Did Moses tell the Israelites to remember to obey all of God’s commands when they went to

Canaan? (Yes--Numbers 15:40)
5. Does God promise to stay with His people? (Yes.  Review the last part of the memory verse.)

Aim Questions for 4’s, 5’s & K:
1. How did God faithfully take care of the Israelites in the desert for forty years? (God led His

people by the cloud and sent manna for forty years in the desert.)
2. Can you trace the path of the Israelites from Egypt to the land of Canaan? Put stickers on the

different places where God led the Israelites.)
3. What did God want the Israelites to remember when they went to Canaan? (God wanted the

Israelites to remember, and to teach their children to remember, all His commands, His miracles, and
His promise to be with them.)

4. Did God promise to go with the Israelites to the land of Canaan? (Yes.  Review the memory
verse.)

5. Does God promise to stay with His people? (Yes)

Key for symbols:

q This box symbol represents ideas that can be used for two-year-olds through kindergarten.  Please
remember to slow down the pace for two-year-olds and keep the pace moving for five-year-olds.

� This symbol represents ideas that are best used for two- and three-year-olds.

� This symbol represents ideas that are best used for four-year-olds through kindergarten.

Hook:

q Foot Path: Place a strip of butcher paper on the floor and let the children trace around each others’
feet, making a path along the paper.  Talk about the Israelites’ path through the desert.  The children
are going to follow this path together in the Bible Adventure today.

q Foot Patterns: Trace around the children’s feet and let them tear the tracings out and tape them to
the floor, making a trail around the room.  Talk about the Israelites and their journey in the desert.
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q Traveling Israelites: Tie a strip of fabric around the head of each child.  Pretend to be Israelites,
packing, setting up tents, sleeping on the ground, picking up manna, cooking manna, eating manna,
packing up tents, traveling and following the cloud.  The children get to follow the Israelites on their
trip from Egypt to the promised land in Canaan in the Bible Adventure today.

q Shoe Center: Provide a variety of shoes for children to try on.  Talk about traveling to different
places and wearing different shoes.  Remind the children of how God kept the Israelites’ sandals
from wearing out while they were walking for forty years in the desert sands.  Pretend to be walking
in sand with different shoes on.

q Picture Hopscotch Center: Line up the following review pictures on the floor.  The younger children
can take one giant step from one picture to the next while the older ones might jump or hop.  Have
them stand balanced on each picture while the leader reads.
1EXO03ECGF3, 4, or 5:  (Frogs, flies or another plague picture)  Have a child stand on this picture 
while the leader says, “God says, ‘I will take you out of Egypt.’"
1EXO05ECGF3:  (Israelites walking through Red Sea)  A child moves to the next picture and the 
leader says,  "God showed His power and divided the waters."
1EXO06ECGF1:  (Manna)  As a child moves onto this picture, the leader says, "God sent food from 
heaven called manna."
1EXO06ECGF2:  (Rock)  A child moves forward again and the leader says, "God made sweet water 
come from the rock."
1EXO08ECGF5:  (Stone tablets)  A child moves forward and the leader says, "God wrote His ten 
laws down on two stone tables for the Israelites."
1DEU01ECGF3:  (Men carrying huge grapes)  When the child moves to this picture the leader says:
"The land of Canaan was good just as God had promised the Israelites."
1NUM04ECGF4:  (Map of homes built by Reuben, Gad and Manasseh)  The child moves to the last 
picture while the leader says, "The Israelites built homes in the new land that God had given them."
After the pictures, the child could jump into a bean bag chair or onto a large pillow (to represent God 
in the cloud) while the leader says, "God was with His people in the cloud over the desert every day 
and night for forty years, and always took care of them."

q Bowling Over False Idols: Set up a toy bowling set or use empty milk cartons and a small ball.
Have a child stand behind a tape mark line on the floor and roll the ball at the pins (false idols) to see
how many can be knocked down at one time.  In the Bible, God told the Israelite people, "You shall
have no other gods before Me."

q "Don't Take Someone Else’s Belongings": Two children sit cross-legged on the floor facing each
other.  A bean bag is placed between them.  Their hands should rest on their knees.  A leader says,
"Reach," and both children reach for the bag.  Try several times and with different opponents.  In
today's Bible Adventure, God will tell His people, "Don't take things which belong to someone else."
Explain that the bean bag doesn't belong to either child, but the game is to give an idea of grabbing
for something.

� Do Not Lie! Center: Have the leader say the following lines and the small group responds by saying,
"Do not lie!"  The children could shake their fingers or pound their fists as they say the words.
"Pigs can fly!"       "Do not lie!"
"Babies don't cry." "Do not lie!"
"Jesus didn't die." "Do not lie!"
"I poked you in the eye." "Do not lie!"
"I never tell a lie." "Do not lie!"
"I don't know how to tie." "Do not lie!"
"Houses can say, 'Good-bye.’" "Do not lie!"
"The ocean is dry." "Do not lie!"
"Never ask, 'Why?'" "Do not lie!"
"Birds can fly!"  (Look for a reaction)
One of God's laws to the Israelites was, "Do not lie."

� Map on a Sheet: (1DEU01ECGF1) Draw the map on a large sheet.  Let children use markers and
color the objects you have drawn along the road.
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� Play Dough: Roll out play dough on the table top and give children popsicle sticks to mark a road as
if making a map.  Draw some grapes, sad faces, chariot wheels, foot prints, etc., on the map.

� Travel Pictures and Remembering: Using old magazines, let children find travel pictures that help
them remember a trip they have taken.  Tell them that we are going to remember the trip the
Israelites took through the desert from Egypt to Canaan.

� Dodge the Newspaper Wads: Provide a box of wadded up newspaper.  If the children help make
the wads, provide some “wipes” for their black hands!  Choose a “Moses” to be in the center of the
circle of children.  The rest of the children try to hit Moses with a wad of newspaper as the teacher
passes the box around.  Anyone who tags Moses gets to take his place in the center and the former
Moses can be the next person to pass the box around.  Stop occasionally and pick up the
newspapers.  Talk about how the Israelites grumbled and complained to Moses because they wanted
different food and water in the desert.

Book:
Presentation Ideas -

q Color and mount the 1DEU01ECGF1, 1DEU01ECGF2, and 1DEU01ECGF3 pictures on construction
paper.  Show them as you tell the Bible Adventure.  Save them for review throughout the book of
Deuteronomy.

q Wear sandals today as you talk about walking through the desert.

q Show the children a picture of the stone tablets with the Ten Commandments on them.  Ask them if
they remember what the laws were or what God said.  Then show the children in your Bible where
the same words that were on the tablets that God wrote are in our Bibles for us today.  Read the
words to the children.  Talk about how important these were for the Israelites to follow and how
important they are for us to follow.  God is going to talk about these tablets and His words or
commandments again in today’s Bible Adventure.

q This lesson is basically a review lesson.  So that the children do not get restless, use many objects or
review pictures from the Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers lessons.

Bible Adventure for 2’s & 3’s-
(Hold up a paper cloud taped to a stick that represents God leading His people in the desert.)  God

was faithful to lead the Israelites to the land of Canaan.  He led them in the cloud during the day and in
the fire at night.  As the Israelites waited to go into the new land, Moses had many things to tell them.

(Enlarge the GF1 map by drawing it freehand on a large piece of butcher paper.  It does not need to
be exact.  Place it in the center of the story circle so that all the children can see it.  Place a small carton
of milk, a bottle of honey, and some grapes on the Canaan area of the map.)  Moses said, “God made a
promise to you.  He said He would be with you and would give you a good land that is full of milk, honey,
and grapes.”

(Put a toy frog, grasshopper, or bug on the Egypt area of the map.)  God said, “I will take you out of
Egypt,” and He sent frogs, bugs, and hail (or whatever plague you emphasized) so that Pharaoh would
let God’s people go worship Him on the mountain.

(Show the GF2 picture.)  God was powerful and kept His people safe when the Egyptian chariots
tried to take the people back to Egypt.  The Israelites walked safely through the water but the water
rushed back and covered the Egyptian chariots.

(Place a small loaf of bread on the map in the area where the woman is gathering manna.)  The
Israelites began grumbling in the desert.  They said, “God is not with us.  We’re hungry!”  (Have
everyone say, “We’re hungry,” with a whiny voice.)

God sent food from heaven, called manna.  God was keeping His promise to be with His people.  He
promised that He would never leave them.

(Place a small bottle of water or a rock on the area around Rephidim.  Pour a little water on the rock.)
The Israelites got thirsty in the hot desert and said, “God is not with us.  We’re thirsty!” (Have everyone
say, “We’re thirsty,” with a whiny voice.)  God made sweet water come from the rock so that all the
Israelites drank cool, fresh water.  God was keeping His promise.  He said, “I will never leave you.”

(Place a small box with two rock “tablets” in it on the Mount Sinai region.)  God wrote His ten laws
down on two stone tablets for the Israelites so that they would know how to be holy as God is holy.  God
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said, “You shall have no other gods before me; obey your father and mother; don’t lie; and don’t take
what belongs to someone else.”

(Place little figures, such as Fisher-Price people, on the area close to Canaan.)  The Israelites were
getting close to the promised land of Canaan.  When Moses sent the twelve men over to look at the new
land, the men brought back huge grapes from the good land.

(Show the GF3 picture.)  Joshua and Caleb said, “God will keep His promise to be with us.  Let’s not
be afraid.”  The other ten men said, “There are giants who are too strong for us.”  The Israelites all cried
and said, “We’re afraid that God will not be with us.”  (Have everyone say, “We’re afraid,” with a whiny
voice.)

(Begin walking the miniature people away from Canaan.)  Because the Israelites didn’t trust God to
keep His promise, they had to walk in the desert for forty years.  God sent manna every day from heaven
and never left His people, but they could not go to the promised land.

(Walk the miniature people through Edom and Moab to the area east of the Jordan River.)  Now the
young Israelites were ready to go to Canaan.  Moses wanted to make sure that they would remember all
of God’s words.

Moses said, “Teach your children and grandchildren about God.  Tell them about all the miracles
God did for you.  Talk about God when you sit at home and when you walk along the road.  Talk about
Him when you go to bed and when you get up.  Don’t ever forget that God keeps His promises.”  (Sing,
“Talk About God,” slowly several times.)

We want you to talk about God, too.  Let’s pray to God right now.

Prayer:  Dear God, You kept Your promise to be with the Israelites in the desert, giving them food and
water.  You keep Your promise to be with us, too.  Thank You, in Jesus' name, Amen.

Bible Adventure for 4’s, 5’s & K-
(Enlarge the GF1 map by drawing it freehand on a large piece of butcher paper.  It does not need to

be exact.  Place it in the center of the story circle so that all the children can see it.  Place a small carton
of milk, a bottle of honey, and some grapes on the land of Canaan area.)  While the Israelites were
waiting to go into the land of Canaan, Moses talked to the people.

 Moses said, “God made a promise to you.  He said He would be with you and would give you a good
land that is full of milk, honey, and grapes.”

(Place a brick or whip made of ropes on the area marked “Egypt.”  Place a toy frog, grasshopper, or
bug on the area of Egypt.)  God said, “I will take you out of slavery in Egypt,” and He sent frogs, bugs,
and hail so that the Pharaoh would let God’s people go worship Him on the mountain.

(Show the GF2 picture.)  God was powerful and kept His people safe when the Egyptian chariots
tried to take the people back to Egypt.  The Israelites walked safely through the water but the water
rushed back and covered the Egyptian chariots.

(Place a small loaf of bread on the map in the area where the woman is gathering manna.)  The
Israelites began grumbling in the desert.  They said, “God is not with us.  We’re hungry!  Take us back to
Egypt.”  (Have everyone say, “We’re hungry,” with a whiny voice.)

God sent food from heaven, didn’t He?  What was the food called?  That’s right, manna.  God was
keeping His promise to be with His people and take care of them.

(Place a small bottle of water or a big rock on the area around Rephidim.  Pour a little water on the
rock.)  The Israelites got thirsty in the hot desert and said, “God is not with us.  We’re thirsty!  Take us
back to Egypt.” (Have everyone say, “We’re thirsty,” with a whiny voice.)  God made sweet water come
from the rock so that all the Israelites had water.  God was keeping His promise, that He would never
leave them.

(Place a small box with two rock “tablets” in it on the Mount Sinai region.)  God wrote His law down
on two stone tablets for the Israelites so that they would know how to be holy as God is holy.  Who
remembers some of the Ten Commandments?  “You shall have no other gods before me; you shall not
worship idols; you must obey your father and mother; you must not lie; you must not want something that
belongs to someone else; and you must not take what belongs to someone else.”   God said, “Remember
to obey all of these commands.”

(Place little figures, such as Fisher-Price people, on the area close to Canaan.)  When the Israelites
came close to the promised land of Canaan, Moses sent the twelve men over to look at the new land.
The explorers brought back huge grapes from the good land.

(Show the GF3 picture.)  Joshua and Caleb said, “God will keep His promise to be with us.  Let’s not
be afraid.”  The other ten men said, “There are giants who are too strong for us.”  The Israelites all cried
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and said, “We’re afraid that God will not be with us.”  (Have everyone say, “We’re afraid,” with a whiny
voice.)

(Begin walking the miniature people away from Canaan.)  Because the Israelites didn’t trust God to
keep His promise, they had to stay in the desert for forty years until all of the adults had died.  God
stayed with them and sent manna every day from heaven.  God kept the Israelites’ sandals and clothes
from wearing out.

(Move the miniature figures up toward Ezion Geber.)  The Israelites walked and walked.  When they
came to the land of Edom, God said to Moses, “Don’t take any land from Edom because they are the
descendants of Esau.  I have given them that land.”  So the Israelites paid for any food or water they ate,
and walked on through the land of Edom.

When the Israelites came to the land of Moab, God said, “Don’t take any land from Moab because I
have given the land to the descendants of Lot.”  The Israelites obeyed and left Moab to the people of Lot.

(Walk the miniature people to the area east of the Jordan River.)  When the Israelites came to the
region of Heshbon, the Lord said, “You may take this land,” and the men of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh
fought and won the land.  They began building their homes there.

Moses knew that it would soon be time for him to go up on the mountain to die, as God had said.
Moses wanted to make sure that the young Israelites would remember God’s words.  He said, “If you
love the Lord God with all your heart, as Caleb and Joshua do, you will teach your children about God’s
love.  Tell them about all the miracles God has done for you.  Talk with them when you sit at home and
when you walk along the road.  Talk about God when you go to bed and when you get up.  Don’t ever
forget that God keeps His promises.  Don’t ever forget that God will be with you.  He will never leave
you.”

Moses said, “If you remember to obey all of God’s commands, then you will have strength to go into
the land of Canaan.” (Sing, “Talk About God,” slowly several times.)

We want you to talk about God, too.  Let’s pray to God right now.

Prayer:  Dear God, You kept Your promise to be with the Israelites in the desert, giving them food and
water.  You keep Your promise to be with us, too.  Thank You, in Jesus' name, Amen.

Look:

q Map and Stickers Review: (1DEU01ECGF1 and 1DEU01ECGF7) Along the travel line on the map,
let children place GF7 stickers in appropriate places, matching pictures.  The GF7 page can be
copied onto 1” X 2 5/8” laser labels to make the stickers.

q Aim Questions: Number and write the Aim Questions on small pieces of paper.  Tape them onto
five of the articles that you have placed on the oversized map during the Bible Adventure.  Choose a
child to get the first question and bring that article from the floor map to the teacher to read.  Repeat
for all the questions.

q Snack: Serve flattened circles of white bread.  It could be sweetened with a little honey before being
served.  Ask the children if they are tired of eating the "manna" yet.  Discuss the Israelites grumbling
about getting only manna every morning to eat.  Remind the children that it was proof that God was
with them and never left them.  Only God could provide the manna.

q Obey Your Father and Mother: Have a leader stand in front of the class which is spaced out around
the play area.  Use the rules for “Simon Says” only use, "Mother says," or "Father says," before each
command.  Each time the command is not preceded by "Mother says," or "Father says," the child sits
down and stands up before continuing to play.  Some suggestions might be:  “Stand on one foot.
Jump and turn around.  Clap three times.  Lie on your back and kick in the air.  Frown.  Pound your
fists together.  Slap your heel with your hand.  Clap behind your back.  Rub your tummy.  Do arm
circles.  Touch your toes.  Yawn.  Jump your feet apart and together.  Grumble, grumble.”  One of
the laws that God gave His people was that they were to obey their fathers and mothers.

� Marching: Put on some good marching music and have the children march to all areas of the room.
Encourage them to carry as many items (toys, stuffed animals, dolls) as they can while they march to
remind them that the Israelites took all of their belongings with them while they traveled in the desert
for forty years.  Who could carry the most items?

� "Land of the Giants" Center: Provide several soft balls and a target on the wall (outline of an adult
giant).  Have the children stand five to ten feet away from the wall and throw the balls at the target.
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When Moses sent twelve men to explore the land of Canaan, ten of them came back and told the
Israelites that the people in Canaan were like giants because they were so big and strong.

� "On to Canaan" Game: Needed:  Large play area outside with an area marked off (rope on the
ground) to represent Egypt.  Joshua and Caleb (two leaders) stand with their backs to the class about
twenty yards in front of the class which is standing in "Egypt."  They say, "Come with us to Canaan!"
and motion forward with their arms.  The class slowly sneaks up on them and at some point an
"Israelite" (teaching leader) answers, "We're too afraid!" at which time Joshua and Caleb turn around
and carefully try to catch (tag) an Israelite before he can make it back to "Egypt."  The caught
"Israelites" wait with Joshua and Caleb while the game is repeated a couple of times.

� Verse Along the Foot Path: After discussing and going over the memory verse, repeat it while
following a leader along the foot path the children made during Hook time.  Connect the ends of the
paper path with a masking tape trail to follow when not on footprints.

� Map Review: Place the “map on a sheet” (See the Hook section.) on the floor in the middle of the
circle of children.  Ask a child to stand on the map in the following places:  where the Egyptians
experienced the plagues, where God covered the Egyptians’ chariots with water in the Red Sea,
where the Israelites grumbled, where God provided manna and water, where God gave the Ten
Commandments, where twelve men went into Canaan, where the Israelites wandered forty years,
and where Moses asked them to remember.  Repeat with more children so they all get a turn.

� Snack: (1DEU01ECGF6) Eat a simple snack to represent manna (soda crackers, white bread, sugar
cookies). Place a sample clock like the one they will make later to take home (“Obeying All Day
Long” from Took section) in the center of the table.  As you move the hand to a different time of the
day, ask the children what they would be doing at home.  Also discuss how they can talk about God
and Jesus at this time.   Go over the memory verse.

� Bible Adventure Review: Using the map sheet from the Hook section, let the children take turns
tossing bean bags onto it and telling what happened to the Israelites where their bag lands.  If it lands
off of an object on the map, use this as an opportunity to review the memory verse together.

� Singing Review: Sing together, “Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children.  God is good.  God is
good.”   Stop and let the children tell you something they remember about God in the Bible
Adventure.  Occasionally stop and say the memory verse together.

� Moses Toss: Divide the children into two teams.  Assign one on each team to be “Moses.”  He
stands facing his team as they stand around him.  He holds a two-liter bottle which has had the
bottom cut off of it, leaving a cone in his hand so the opening is on top.  The team members have
newspapers to wad into a ball and try to get into the bottle in the hand of their “Moses.”  When one
wad gets in, Moses calls out, “One,” and drops it to the floor so another can go in.  The first team to
get ten in is the winner.  Talk about God giving the Israelites ten commandments to remember and
obey.

� Follow the Leader: Select a child to be the leader and choose a certain action for the other children
to follow as they march around the room following him.  Talk about the Israelites following Moses
through the desert, complaining, eating and drinking what God provided, meeting enemies, paying as
they went, taking enemies, etc.

� Object Picture Review: Place items and pictures relating to the Bible Adventure story today in a
bag and ask children to come up one at a time, pull out an item, and tell how they remember it in the
story today.  Include things like a sandal, a jar of manna, a picture of a chariot, grapes, bricks, a jar
of water, a frog, a picture of tablets, a picture of a house being built, etc.

Songs:

q Memory Verse Song:  (tune:  “B-I-N-G-O”)
“The Lord Himself will be with you
And He will never leave you.”
Deuteronomy, Deuteronomy, Deuteronomy, thirty-one, verse eight.

q Deuteronomy 31:8:  (tune:  “London Bridge”)
The Lord Himself will be with you
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Be with you, be with you.
The Lord Himself will be with you
He will never leave you.

q We Worship God  (tune:  "God Is So Good")
We worship God, we worship God,
We worship God, God is Ho-o-ly.

We worship God, we worship God,
We worship God, God is fai-aithful.

We worship God, we worship God,
God always keeps Hi-is promises.

q Talk About God  (tune:  “Skip to My Lou”)
Talk, talk, talk about God.
Talk, talk, talk about God.
Talk, talk, talk about God.
He will never leave you.

When you sit and when you walk,
When you sleep and when you talk,
Don’t forget a word He says,
He will never leave you.
Other verses:

 Love, love, love your God...Love with all your heart.
All day long, talk about God...
Sing, sing, sing about God...

� Special Book (tune:  “Muffin Man”)
Sing the following words, pointing to a child at the end and letting them remember and share in 
reviewing the Bible Adventure story.
The Bible is a special book, a special book, a special book.
I know just where to look to read,
“God sent plagues on Pharaoh,” or, “They walked through the water,” etc.

� Commandment Song (tune:  “Farmer in the Dell”)
Use fingers to indicate the appropriate number.
Commandment number one, commandment number one,
There is only one God,
Commandment number one.

Commandment number two, commandment number two,
Worship no one else but God,
Commandment number two.

Three:  Use God’s name in special ways
Four:  Use Sundays to honor God
Five:  Respect your mom and dad
Six:  Never kill anyone
Seven:  Love the person that you marry
Eight:  Never steal anything
Nine:  Don’t tell lies at any time
Ten:  Be content with what you have

Took:
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q God's Laws Headband: (1DEU01ECGF4 and 1DEU01ECGF5) Copy one set of GF4 tablets per
student and cut them out.  Cut a one-inch wide by twenty-two-inch long strip of heavy paper (poster
board).  Have the children decorate the strip with crayons or with glue and glitter.  Paste or tape one
set of the tablets to the center of the twenty-two-inch strip after it is decorated.  The children can stick
GF5 stickers around the sides of their headband.  (The GF5 page can be copied onto 1” X 2 5/8”
laser labels to make stickers.)  Measure the band to the child's head and tape it closed for the correct
size.  The children can wear their headbands to help them remember God's words.

� Obeying All Day Long! (1DEU01ECGF6 and 1DEU01ECGF7) Give each child a GF6 page with the
clock on it.  Attach the hour hand with a brad paper fastener.  Place GF7 stickers all over the clock to
remind the children to talk about the Bible Adventure.  The GF7 page can be copied onto 1” X 2 5/8”
laser labels to make stickers.  Discuss talking about the Bible during the whole day.
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