July 8, 2001 2 Thessalonians 2
Early Childhood 2THO2EC
The Antichrist Will Come Before Judgment Day.

Memory Verse:

2 Thessalonians 3:3: But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you.

Aim Questions for 2's & 3's:

1. Who wrote a second letter to the Thessalonians? (Paul.)

2. What man did Paul say would sit in the temple in Jerusalem where people would worship
him? (Antichrist.)

3. Who will come back to earth to punish the antichrist and those who worship him? (Jesus.)

Aim Questions for 4's, 5's & K:

1. What is the name of the book of the Bible we learned from today? (Second Thessalonians.
Hold up two fingers.)

2. What man did Paul say would sit in the temple in Jerusalem so that people would worship
him? (Antichrist.)

3. What will happen to the antichrist and the people who worship him? (Jesus will punish them for
their sins on Judgment Day.)

4, How does God comfort the people who love Him? (Say the memory verse.)

Key for symbols:

D This box symbol represents ideas that can be used for two-year-olds through kindergarten. Please
remember to slow down the pace for two-year-olds and keep the pace moving for five-year-olds.

@ This symbol represents ideas that are best used for two- and three-year-olds.

@ This symbol represents ideas that are best used for four-year-olds through kindergarten.

LS Hook:

D "Which Is the Real Thing?" Center: Set out pairs of objects that look the same or similar, but one is
what we expect it to be and the other is fake. Pairs might include: real flowers and fake flowers,
gummy worms and real worms, sweet chocolate pieces and bitter chocolate pieces to taste, chocolate
chip cookie and rubber cookie (or any play foods from the kitchen center), fake fur and real fur,
breakable glass and plastic glass, real jewelry and fake jewelry, hard-boiled egg and plastic egg. "In
today's Bible Adventure, Paul tells the Thessalonians that Judgment Day will not come until a man
called the antichrist rules from Jerusalem. People will think he is sent by God to rule, but he really is
against Christ. He will fool many people into thinking he is from God. How many of these fake items
fooled you?"

D 2THO1ECGF?2 Glitter Picture: Use the picture of Judgment Day, and glue white glitter on only the
horses. "Last week we learned that Jesus will return on a white horse with armies on white horses. He
will judge those people who do not love and obey Him."
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I:I "Tricky" Center: Have a leader or special guest come into the classroom to demonstrate a trick to the
small group. Talk about what looks like happened. Then talk about what is really happening. "In
today's Bible Adventure, a man will pretend to be sent by God to rule on earth. We are not to be fooled
by this man who will be called the antichrist. He will not be sent by God and will hate God."

D Memory Verse Review: (2THO2ECGF2) Show the 2THO2ECGF2 picture. "Our memory verse for this
morning is 2 Thessalonians 3:3: 'But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you.' In
these pictures, Daniel loved God and only bowed down and worshiped Him. When Daniel was ordered
to worship the king of his country, he still went to his window and prayed to the living God. Angry men
arrested him, and he was thrown into a hole with hungry lions. He stayed in the hole all night, but the
lions did not hurt him. Who do you think protected Daniel while he was with the lions? (God.) God will
protect those who love and obey Him." If there is a good picture book of Daniel praying to God in his
window and in the lion's den, this book could be read and discussed along with the memory verse.

D Comfort Sorting Center: Put lots of hard and soft things in a large box. Have a child pull out one
thing, feel it, and say whether it is soft or hard. See if the child can sort the soft things into one pile and
the hard things into another. Talk about each thing as the child works. Say what each thing is made
of. "Knowing God's words comforts us. Which pile looks and feels more comfortable to you? (Soft
pile.) God's words from the Bible are true, and they comfort us."

D To Whom Do We Pray?: (2THO2ECGF3) Materials needed: GF3 activity sheet with items that show
happy, sad, good, bad, hurtful, harmful, joyful, pictures and the word “God,” crayons, yarn, and glue
sticks. Seat the children at a table and allow them to match or connect these pictures with the word
“God.” Whenever and however we experience life, we must always pray first and send these concerns
and praises to God. In today's Bible Adventure, the children will learn of the evil antichrist who will try to
make people pray to him instead of to the one and only God in heaven.

D Comforting Puppets: Bring several puppets and tell the children that they have all been hurt, are sad,
or are afraid. We get to love and comfort them. Older children can make up their own situations of why
the puppets are sad, afraid, hurt, or received punishment. Today the Thessalonians need comforting. |
wonder what is happening. You will hear about the comfort that God has for them and for us, and why.

D Magazine Hunt: Find pictures of things people might worship rather than God, like people, money,
cars, toys, food. Use this during or after the Bible Adventure to talk about the antichrist who comes and
wants people to worship him instead of God.

@Book:

Presentation Ideas -

D Show the 2THO2ECGF1 picture and other review pictures designated in the Bible Adventure. Keep the
pictures for review in future lessons.

D Fixall Object Lesson: Materials Needed: 4 Tablespoons Fixall Compound, 1 Tablespoon water,
empty cottage cheese carton, wooden stir stick, newspaper. Fixall is hard to clean, so be careful to
keep it only touching disposable items. Measure the Fixall and water and combine them in the plastic
container. Fixall represents God's Word and the water represents us. When they are first mixed
together, they are soft and can be easily stirred. Pile the mixture on the lid of the container to dry.
"Watch the Fixall because at the end of today's Bible Adventure, it will change." After the Bible
Adventure, check the Fixall mixture. It should be hard and unbendable. "It is God's Word that can
make us stand firm. We can take comfort in knowing who God is in the Bible."

D Finger Play: "Friends Far Away" (Paul's friends in Thessalonica.)

One, two, three little friends, (Hold up one, two, three fingers.)
Who live far, far away,

Hear about the Lord's great love, (Cup ear.)

From God's Word today. (Open hands like book.)

One, two, three little friends, (Hold up one, two, three fingers.)
Now know Jesus came,

So they can join God's family, (Beckon with hand.)

And sing and praise God's name!
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Bible Adventure for 2's & 3's-

(Show the review 1THO3ECGF1 picture.) Paul wrote a second letter to the Thessalonians. (Hold up two
fingers.) He told them that they would go up to meet Jesus in the air and live with Him forever. This would
be called the rapture. The Thessalonians did not have easy lives as Christians. They were being
persecuted and hurt for their faith in Jesus.

(Show the review 2THO1ECGF2 picture.) Paul encouraged the Thessalonians by telling them that God
would punish those who were hurting them. Jesus was coming back on Judgment Day to punish all of the
people who didn't want to obey Him. But those people who do love Jesus will not be punished. They
believe that Jesus died on the cross for their sins and took their punishment for them.

(Show the 2THO2ECGF1 picture.) Paul wrote to say that before Judgment Day comes, some things will
have to happen. In the city of Jerusalem, a man called the antichrist will become a powerful leader.
Antichrist means "against Christ." The antichrist will disobey God all the time. He will sit in the temple in
Jerusalem and tell people to worship him instead of the living God.

Oh, oh! That is a bad thing! God tells us not to worship any idol made of wood or stone. He tells us
not to worship any person besides Him. Paul tells the Thessalonians that God will let the antichrist perform
tricks so that people will believe his lies. They will think he is a good person sent from God. God will let
people worship the antichrist for awhile. Then Jesus will come back on Judgment Day, and everyone will
know that the antichrist deserves to be punished. Everyone will know that the people who worship the
antichrist deserve to be punished for their sins, too.

(Show the review 1THO2ECGF3 picture.) Paul told the Thessalonians to not be afraid of Judgment Day.
It will not come until after the antichrist is ruling from Jerusalem. Those people who believe in Jesus will not
be punished for their sins. God is faithful and will protect His people from the wicked things that will happen
when the antichrist comes. God does comfort those who love Him in the hard times of persecution.

Prayer: Dear God, thank You for telling us about how You will come back for those who love Jesus and
how You will punish those who don't. Help us learn to wait patiently and joyfully until Jesus returns. In
Jesus' name, amen.

Bible Adventure for 4’s, 5's & K-

(Show the review 2THO1ECGF1 picture.) We have been learning from Paul’'s second letter to the
Thessalonians. (Sing the Theme Song for Second Thessalonians. Point to the “2” on Paul, and have the
children hold up two fingers as they sing the Second Thessalonians verse.)

(Show the review 1THO3ECGF1 picture.) Paul encouraged the Thessalonians by telling them that they
would go up to meet Jesus in the air at the rapture and live in heaven with Him forever. Paul told the
Thessalonians that even though life was not easy for them and they were being persecuted for their faith in
Jesus, things would get much worse for those who didn’t love Jesus when He came back on Judgment Day.

(Show the 2THO1ECGF?2 picture.) “When Judgment Day comes,” Paul wrote, “Jesus will come back to
punish all of the people who didn’t want to obey Him and who hurt the Christians who did want to obey
Jesus. Those of us who love Jesus will already be with Him when He comes back on Judgment Day.”

The Thessalonians were confused about what was happening to them because someone had written a
letter with lies in it. The letter with lies had said that the Day of the Lord’s judgment had already come to
them and that was the reason there was so much persecution.

(Show the 2THO2ECGF1 picture.) Paul wrote, “Do not believe the false letter that is telling you a lie.
Before Judgment Day comes, some things will have to happen. There will come to Jerusalem a man called
the antichrist who will become a powerful leader.” Antichrist means against Christ. The antichrist will
disobey God all the time. He will be a very proud, arrogant man who will ask people to worship him instead
of God. The antichrist will sit in the temple in Jerusalem and tell people to worship him instead of the living
God.

That is a very bad thing, isn't it? God tells us in Exodus 20 not to worship any idol made of wood or
stone. He tells us not to worship anything or any person besides Him. The antichrist will be a very wicked
man who will want people to bow down and pray to him instead of to God.

Paul wrote, “God will let the antichrist do all these bad things. God will let the antichrist perform tricks
so that people will believe his lies and think he is a good person from God. God will let people worship the
antichrist for awhile, but not for long. When Jesus comes back on Judgment Day, everyone will know that
the antichrist deserves to be punished. Everyone will know that the people who worship the antichrist
deserve to be punished for their sin.”
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Paul said, “Don't be afraid of Judgment Day. It will not come until the antichrist has come to Jerusalem.
You will not be punished for your sins when the antichrist is punished for his. God loves you and chose you
to believe in Jesus so that your sins have already been forgiven. The Lord is faithful and will protect you from
the wicked things that will happen when the antichrist comes. Don't be afraid of persecution while you wait
for the rapture. Jesus will punish the persecutors who are hurting you when He comes back on Judgment
Day.”

(Show the review 1THO2ECGF3 picture.) Paul said, “God has comfort for you as you wait for Jesus.
Comfort helps you feel better when you are hurt or sad or afraid. God gives you comfort in the hard times of
persecution, like a father comforts his child. God will help you do the good work He has given you to do.”

God has a good work for each of His children to do. God wants us to keep obeying Jesus and telling
other people about His forgiveness. God wants each child to learn to faithfully obey his parents. That is
what brings God's joy and thankfulness to our hearts. Praying for a heart to obey God and for other people
to obey is what Paul wants us to do while we wait for Jesus to come back at the rapture.

Let’s sing the Second Thessalonians Theme Song again (or play the tape).

Prayer: Dear God, thank You for telling us about how You will come back for those who love Jesus and
how You will punish those who don’t. Help us learn to wait patiently and joyfully until Jesus returns. In
Jesus' name, amen.

N Look:

D Aim Questions: Bring in a poster or large picture of a "hero" by the world's standards. Tape the
questions to the picture on the wall. Tell the children that the antichrist will look good to many people
and be able to help and rescue many people, but he will want to be worshiped. That is how we will
know he is the antichrist. He will want our worship instead of us worshiping the one, true God.

D Snack Time: Prepare two different types of brownies. The first one will be the sweet, regular kind of
brownie, but make the second batch with baker’s chocolate (bittersweet) and no sugar. The brownies
should look the same to the eye, but taste very differently. (Make sure the bitter one tastes really bad).
Let the children have a little taste test and share why they like one over the other. Tell them how the
brownies were made to look the same but they have some key differences (i.e., sugar, etc.). Explain to
the children that the antichrist will look good on the outside (like the two different brownies), but he is full
of evil and wants people to worship him instead of God. He is fake! Jesus is the real thing! He is God,
and only He and His Word can satisfy and comfort us. Ask the children which brownie they’d prefer for
their snack today.

“Which Comes First?” Activity Page: (2THO2ECGF4 and 2THO2ECGF5) Give each child a GF4 page
on which to glue the GF5 pictures of future events. Cut out the GF5 shapes before class so that the
younger children can find the corresponding shape on the GF4 page. They can color and glue the
pictures in the right order--rapture, antichrist, and Judgment Day. Paul wrote about these events in his
letters to the Thessalonians. Sing “First Comes the Rapture” as the children work on their pages.

D God, Paul, Thessalonians, and Antichrist: (2THO2ECGF6) Materials needed: Pictures of Paul word
God, Thessalonians and picture of antichrist cut out to fit over half of a toilet paper roll. Crayons, glue
sticks. The children can color the pictures and helpers can assist with gluing the picture to the toilet
paper rolls. Each child can make one puppet. After the puppets are made, these can be used in the
story time of today's Bible adventure. Allow children to hold up their puppet when the time is
appropriate during the story. The children may take their puppets home.

D "Come Babies" Game: "The Thessalonians were scared because some people were persecuting and
hurting them. God wants us to know that He will protect us and comfort us when we are being hurt.
Mother animals protect their babies. Let's play a game showing how babies can run to their mothers for
protection just as we can run to God for the same reason." Bring a large blanket to class. Move the
class to a large, open area with defined perimeters. First, show the children how to pretend to be
chicks. Have them flap their wings and say, "Peep, peep, peep." They can move around the open area
saying their animal sound but when the teacher with the blanket calls out "A storm is coming! Come
little chicks!", the chicks run to her and she gathers them under her blanket (wings). Repeat the game
several times with some of the following animals: cows, moo, barn; dogs, bark, doghouse; birds, chirp,
tree; ducks, quack, reeds; pigs, oink, pigpen; kitty, meow, my bed.
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Happy and Sad Thessalonians: On a large piece of butcher paper, help children trace with marking
pens around small paper plates for faces. Add eyes and sad and happy mouths. Place Bible stickers
on the people who are happy when Jesus returns on Judgment Day because they have Jesus in their
hearts and are following the Bible.

Waiting for Jesus Coloring Sheet: (2THO2ECGF7) Color the picture and discuss that God wants us
to read the Bible, obey it, and tell others about Jesus until His return and Judgment Day.

Musical Freeze and Stand Firm Game: Ask children to happily move to the music until it stops. At
that time, they are to quickly place a foot on the nearest picture of a Bible taped on the floor or hold
onto a Bible on a table and freeze in a position. Several will have their feet on the same Bible. Repeat
several times.

J

Who Can Put Their Faith in Jesus? Use the rhythm pattern from “Who Stole the Cookies?* Use the
following words:

Who can put his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ?

(Child’s name) can put his (her) faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Who, me? (Child says and the children clap twice.)

Yes, you! (Clap twice.)

Yes, I!' (child says this and they clap twice)

And who can put his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ? (That child names another child and it repeats until
each child has been named.)

Discuss with the children that Jesus loves everyone and wants all of us to put our faith and trust in Him.
Then we can meet Jesus in the clouds and live with Him in heaven forever and return with Him for
Judgment Day when the people who don'’t believe in Him are punished. (This was introduced in
1THO3EC.)

Following Paul: Stand children in a circle. A teacher will be Paul. When Paul says to do something,
the children follow him in doing it. (Continue the movement through the Bible Adventure statement.) If
he says an untruth about the Bible Adventure today, they sit on the floor with their legs crossed and
their heads down. If he says a true statement, skip around in the circle. Following is an example.
Tiptoe in a circle.

People who believe in Jesus will meet Him in the air at the rapture.

Walk with your toes pointing in.

The Thessalonians were being hurt for believing in Jesus.

Pat your back.

Thessalonians ate ice cream every day.

Walk fast.

A powerful leader who is against Christ will rule from Jerusalem.

Clap your hands over your head.

The antichrist wants people to worship him and not Jesus.

Walk slow.

The antichrist will ride a bike.

Walk with your knees up high.

If you love Jesus, your sins are forgiven.

God will help you if you love Jesus.

Walk with your toes pointing out.

Jesus will return to punish unbelievers.

Walk low to the ground.

The persecutors will climb a mountain.

Walk reaching to the sky.

Obey and work hard until Jesus returns.

Clap your hands behind your back.

Roll your arms in front of you.

Hot Potato Idol: Tell the children that the beanbag represents an idol and no one wants to worship an
idol or even touch it while we wait for Jesus’ return to judge. Pass the idol quickly, not touching it any
more than necessary! When you say “Judgment Day is coming,” the one holding the bag has to leave
the circle.
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I:I Verse or Gospel Sharing: Divide the children into two teams standing opposite each other. Select
one child to share the gospel with a child on the other side of the room and bring him back to his side
with him. To add variety, ask the child to take a hula-hoop, place it around both of them, say the gospel
or verse, and walk back together in the hoop!

@ False Things--True Things: (2THO2ECGF13) Children can sit in a semi-circle. The teacher will say a
statement and ask the children to raise their hands to answer if this is true or false. In today's Bible
Adventure, the children learned about the bad antichrist who always disobeys God and who tells lies to
get people to worship him.

Songs:

D Second Thessalonians Theme Song (tune: “O-B-E-Y”)
The theme for Second Thess-a-lo-ni-ans
Is cor-rec-tion a-and co-om-fort.
Correction for the things that some were teaching that were wrong
And comfort when the hard times last so long.

D I'm in the Lord's Army
| may never march in the infantry, (March in place.)

Ride in the cavalry, (Hold reins, bounce as riding horse.)
Shoot in the artillery, (Clap once.)

I may never fly o'er the enemy, (Arms out as an airplane.)

But I'm in the Lord's army. (Yes, sirl) (Hand to brow in a salute.)
I'm in the Lord's army. (Yes, sir!)

I'm in the Lord's army. (Yes, sir!)

| may never march in the infantry, (March in place.)

Ride in the cavalry, (Hold reins, bounce as riding horse.)
Shoot in the artillery, (Clap once.)

| may never fly o'er the enemy, (Arms out as an airplane.)

But I'm in the Lord's army. (Hand to brow in a salute.)

Ij First Comes Rapture (tune: “I'minthe Lord’'s Army”)
First comes rapture, then comes the antichrist,
Then comes the antichrist, then comes the antichrist.
First comes rapture, then comes the antichrist,
After that comes Judgment Day.

After that comes Judgment Day.
After that comes Judgment Day.
First comes rapture, then comes the antichrist,
After that comes Judgment Day.

F

D Who Protects Us?: (2THO2ECGF8) Materials needed: GF8 activity page with pictures of people and
things that protect us and things that offer no protection, bright crayons, and four bingo dabbers (found
in the supply room). Have the children take turns using the crayons to circle those things that protect
them and bingo dabbers to dab out those things that don't protect. In today's Bible Adventure, the
children have learned how God will protect and comfort those who are His in the times of persecution.

D Standing Strong On God’s Word: (2THO2ECGF9 and 2THO2ECGF10) Print the GF9 Bible page and
GF10 child page on cardstock. The child pattern can either be cut out around the edges or left
rectangular. Children can color and glue the folded strip to the Bible and on the back of the two sides of
the child. Talk about standing firm on what God says in His Word. God’s word says that Jesus is
returning on Judgment Day to punish those who worshiped idols and followed the antichrist. God has
comfort for those who believe in Jesus and stand firm with Him. Sing “The B-I-B-L-E” together.
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D Booklet to Share: (2THO2ECGF11 and 2THO2ECGF12) If you didn’t make this booklet during the
1THO4EC lesson, you might want to make it now. Encourage the children to share this with friends so
they won't be disappointed when Jesus returns on Judgment Day. Color the pictures of the boy and girl
and the cross. Add brown construction paper to the cross. Place a Jesus sticker on the happy
children. Fold the middle, dotted line outward and the ones on either side inward. Place a GF12
memory verse sticker on the front. Talk about being in the dark without Jesus, believing in Jesus who
died for your sins, and returning with Him for Judgment Day. Ask children for specific names to pray for
that they might share this booklet with. Pray together about these names.

D Preschool Page for Parents: (2THO2ECPPP) Send a page home with each child, encouraging
parents to reinforce the Bible truths at home. Spend a few minutes before the children go home
creatively reviewing the song and memory verse.
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Daniel loved God and only
bowed down and worshiped Him.

J

God protected Daniel because
he loved and obeyed Him.

\_

But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you. 2 Thessalonians 3:3
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TO WHOM DO WE PRAY?

When we are happy, sad, hurt, fighting,
angry, thankful, joyful, lost, whom should
we pray ro?
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Paul wrote about future things in
his letters to the Thessalonians.
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Thessalonians
Review Puppets

Tape pictures to

toilet paper roll.

Stick fingers up
into the roll.
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Waiting for Jesus!
e,

But the Lord is faithful, who will strengthen and
protect you. 2 Thessalonians 3:3



WHO PROTECTS US?
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Standing on

But the Lord is faithful,
who will strengthen

Standing on

But the Lord is faithful,
who will strengthen

-'N/—\./"_‘\

and protect you.
2 Thessalonians 3:3

and protect you.
2 Thessalonians 3:3
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come back for us
Jesus will
come back for us.




But the Lord is faithful, and He
will strengthen and protect you.
2 Thessalonians 3:3
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1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

9)

Things that are TRUE
Things that are False

Teacher will ask these to the children and ask for a response.

You are green and have purple hair.
What is the truthful answer?

You have six fingers.

What is the truthful answer?

You are 10 years old.

What is the truthful answer?

Frogs are blue with purple strips.
What is the truthful answer?

Kids don't like to play.

What is the truthful answer?

Kids go to work and parents go to school.
What is the truthful answer?

Dogs meow and cats bark.

What is the truthful answer?

A car's tire is square.

What is the truthful answer?

The wild animals are kind.

What is the truthful answer?

10) Fish live in the trees.

What is the truthful answer?

11) Babies never cry.

What is the truthful answer?
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Bschool Bge for Benis

Exlended Bible School Training in the Home

Juty 3, 2001
2Thessalonians Chaper 2

This is what [ [earned today!

Today we learned that a man called the antichrist will someday rule from
the temple in Jerusalem. Antichrist means "against Christ." The
Thessalonians thought Judgment Day had already happened. They were
confused and scared because some people persecuted and hurt them.
Faul wrote his second letter to tell them that something important would
happen before Judgment Day. A man called the antichrist will set himself
up in Jerusalem to be worshiped. He will be able to do tricks that fool
people into thinking he is sent by God. When Jesus comes on Judgment
Day, He will punish the antichrist and all the people who worship him. FPaul
reminded the Thessalonians that God gives comfort to those people who
love Him in times of persecution.

Today's Memory Verse

But the Lord is faithful, and He will
strengthen and perotect you.
2 Thessalonians 3:3
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Future
Events

Cut out the pictures of future events on the back side of
this page and glue them onto cereal box pieces to make
them sturdy. Talk with your preschoolers about how the
numbers on the pictures show which event comes first. Give
each child (or adult) a picture to hold. Sing "First Comes
Rapture” (see box below), and have the person raise the
picture when you come to that part of the song.

It would be fun to role play this sequence as well. As you
sing about the rapture, everyone stands on a chair to
represent going up to the sky to meet Jesus in the air. As
you sing about the antichrist, have one person demand the
others worship him (by pointing a finger to the floor). The
others shake their heads "no." As you sing about Judgment
Day, pretend to ride horses to represent Jesus coming back
at Judgment Day.

First Comes Rapture
(tune: "I'm in the Lord's Army")

First comes rapture, then comes the antichrist,

Then comes the antichrist, then comes the antichrist.
First comes rapture, then comes the antichrist,

After that comes Judgment Day.

After that comes Judgment Day. (Repeat.)
First comes rapture, then comes the antichrist,
After that comes Judgment Day.

* For tunes to songs, ask about the preschool tape.
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Paul wrote of
future events.
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