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September 22, 2002 2 Corinthians 4:7-5:10 
Early Childhood 2CO03EC 
The Gospel Treasure Lives in Our Hearts 

2 Corinthians 

 
Materials I Need: 
 
 
 
 
 
Key for symbols: 

qThis symbol represents ideas that can be used for two-year-olds through kindergarten. Please 
remember to slow way down for two-year-olds and keep the pace moving for five-year-olds. 

�This symbol represents ideas that can be used for two- and three-year-olds. 

� This symbol represents ideas that are best used for four-year-olds through kindergarten. 
Memory Verse: 
 
2 Corinthians 4:7:  This all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 
 

Hook: 

q Teacher Tip:  Until the children are comfortable in their new classroom, there may be some potty 
training accidents.  If this happens, have an approved leader remove the child from the room as soon 
as possible.  Change the child in an area other than the classroom (a diaper changing area).  
Reassure the child that he is accepted and loved to minimize embarrassment or discouragement.  If 
the child is too uncomfortable, the parents should be contacted to assist in changing clothes. 

q Hospital Center:  Provide some doctor's kits, bandages, blankets, and pillows for the children to set 
up a hospital.  Stuffed animals can be worked on, or use other children in the group.  "Our bodies can 
get hurt and sick.  How can you hurt yourself?  What does your body do?  Our bodies will get old and 
die, but in today's Bible Adventure we'll learn that God keeps us strong inside when the Holy Spirit 
comes to live in those who love Jesus." 

q Treasure Hunt Center:  When the children first come to this area, pin a red heart on the middle of 
their chest.  Provide numerous containers like old jewelry boxes, small plastic containers or small 
boxes with "treasures" hidden in each one.  Treasures could include old jewelry, big coins, small cars 
or other toys, old makeup, etc.  Have the children go through the boxes and open each one to see 
what “treasure” they find.  Make sure they close up the container when they are done seeing the 
contents.  Tell them there are treasures hidden in the boxes, but they can't see them until the 
container is opened.  Then point to the heart pinned to their chest.  "What is hidden in your heart?  
Today's Bible Adventure says that those who believe in Jesus have a treasure hidden in their hearts.  
It is the gospel of Jesus that we can share with others who don’t know Jesus.” 

q "What Will It Be Like When Jesus Returns?" Picture:  (2CO03ECGF5 and 2CO03ECGF6)  Have 
the children decorate the GF5 picture of the rapture by gluing on GF6 music notes and coloring with 
crayons.  The music notes represent the trumpet sounds made by God.  “Jesus will come from 
heaven to earth to get the people who love Him to live in heaven with Him forever.  The Bible says, 
‘For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ (those who love Jesus) will rise 
first.  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.  Therefore, encourage each other 
with these words’ (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18).” 

q Play Dough and Stencil Hearts:  (2CO03ECGF8)  Use cookie cutters and make hearts out of play 
dough.  Use the different-sized GF8 hearts to make cardboard stencils for children to trace around on 
a piece of construction paper.  “Today we will learn about a special treasure that God puts in our 
hearts.” 
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q Coloring House Picture:  (2CO03ECGF7)  As the children color the GF7 house to look like their 
own, ask them who lives in each room of the house.  They can draw a picture in the window of the 
person in the family who mighty live in that room.  “Inside each of you is a heart and the Holy Spirit 
comes to live there when you ask Jesus to forgive your sins and to change your heart.  We will learn 
more about that later in our Bible Adventure.” 

q “Where Do They Live?” Center:  Bring some books containing pictures of places where animals, 
people, machines, etc. live.  Show the pictures and talk about who or what lives in that location.  
Pictures that can be included are:  ocean, nest, house, desert, mountain, hole, tent, cave, etc.  Talk 
about Jesus and the Holy Spirit living two main places (although not limited to those two).  Jesus lives 
in heaven and the Holy Spirit lives in the hearts of the people who love Jesus.  “How can the Holy 
Spirit do that?”  He is God and can do anything. 

q “How Strong is Your Body?” Center:  Bring a large sheet to class.  Ask a child to volunteer to be 
wrapped up in the sheet and then have him fight his way out of the sheet.  Watch to be sure he 
doesn't bump anything in the room and that he can breathe easily.  "God has given us strong bodies 
to do many things, but everyone's body will some day grow old and die.  In today's Bible Adventure 
we'll learn that those who love Jesus will get a new body that will last forever." 

q Postcard Review:  Blindfold a child (younger children can close their eyes or put a hand over them) 
and see which picture he points to.  Review the meaning of the picture together.  For variety tell the 
children you remember something from last week’s lesson and ask a child to show you the 
appropriate picture.  Ask them, “Who wrote the book in the Bible called 2 Corinthians?” and also ask, 
“Who was receiving this letter?”  They could point to the picture of Paul and also to the address.  Also 
ask, “Who knows why Paul needed to be comforted?” and “What was the gospel that he was 
sharing?” 

q “I’m Gonna Sing” Gospel March:  Sing “I’m Gonna Sing” from last week using the following actions.  
Practice just marching first and then add the hand motions.  Review what the gospel is and why we 
share it. 
I’m gonna sing, sing, sing.      (Sing quietly, swing arms, and march.) 
I’m gonna shout, shout, shout. (Hands cup mouth and sing louder.) 
I’m gonna sing.   (March.)  
I’m gonna shout, ”Praise the Lord!” (Hands cup mouth and sing louder.) 
Jesus died and came alive.  (Arms outstretched, then point up.) 
I’m gonna tell it far and wide. (Circle arms in large arch.) 
I’m gonna sing.  I’m gonna shout, “Praise the Lord!” 

 

Book: 
Presentation Ideas - 

q Color the 2CO03ECGF1, 2CO03ECGF2, 2CO03ECGF3, 2CO03ECGF4, and 2CO03ECGF5 pictures 
and glue them onto colored construction paper.  Show these pictures as you tell the Bible Adventure.  
Save them for review in future lessons. 

q Treasure Chest:  Bring a small treasure chest and show it to the children before the Bible Adventure 
begins.  Ask them what they think it is.  Tell them to listen for the word "treasure" during the story.  
Put your GF1 picture inside the chest before the story begins and pull it out at the appropriate time. 

q Postcard from Paul:  (2CO03ECGF9)  Add the GF9 picture of the treasure chest to the postcard on 
the wall as a reminder of what Paul wrote to the Corinthians today. 

q "Gospel of Jesus Is Our Treasure" Finger Play: 
 Treasures come in every size; (Stretch arms wide.) 
 Inside we'll hope to see a prize. (Show surprised face.) 
 But the biggest treasure we'll ever find (Reach arm high.) 
 Is the gospel of Jesus, loving and kind. (Put both hands over heart.) 
 
Bible Adventure for 2’s & 3’s- 
 (Show the review 2CO01ECGF2 picture.)  Paul wrote Second Corinthians to remind the Corinthian 
Christians that he was a true apostle of Jesus Christ.  (Have the children put their right arms up in the 
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shield position.  Say "2 Corinthians-apostleship defended.")  As an apostle, Paul could do powerful 
miracles from God.  Paul was not bragging about his power as an apostle.  Paul was bragging about the 
power of the gospel of Jesus Christ to change a person's selfish heart into a loving, soft heart. 
 (Open a treasure chest and pull out the 2CO03ECGF1 picture.)  Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians that the 
gospel of Jesus is a very special treasure.  It is a gift from God to us.  God does not put His gospel 
treasure in a box like this.  (Point to your treasure chest.)  He puts His gospel treasure inside our hearts.  
(Put your hand over your heart.)  Jesus died on the cross to take the punishment you and I should get for 
our sins.  Jesus came back to life and is now alive in heaven.  Jesus had the power to come back to life.  
He has power to give us new life in our hearts.  Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to live in the hearts of those 
who love Him and to clean selfish sin from their hearts. 
 (Show the 2CO03ECGF3 picture.)  Paul wrote, "We like to think we're big and strong (show muscles 
in your arms), but many things can hurt our bodies.  Our bodies get old and weak and then they die.  
Every one of us has a body that can get sick and hurt; but with God’s Spirit in our hearts, we can be 
strong in obeying God.  We can have courage to keep working for God because we know that one day 
we’ll have strong, new bodies that won’t die." 
 (Show the 2CO03ECGF5 picture.)   Jesus will come back to earth for those who have loved Him 
enough to obey Him.  He will take them to be with Him in heaven.  Paul was eager to be with Jesus in 
heaven.  Jesus taught that people in heaven will have bodies that never get hurt or sick.  They will last 
forever.  Paul was still living in his weak body on earth, but he had God’s Spirit to make him strong and to 
help him faithfully preach the gospel message. 
 (Look up to the ceiling and out the window to the sky.)  I can't see Jesus or heaven, but Jesus sent 
the Holy Spirit to live in my heart when I believed in Him.  The Holy Spirit helps me have joy even when 
something sad happens.  He helps me love the person who isn't very nice to me.  He helps me want to 
tell my friends about Jesus.  The Holy Spirit is the power that helps me obey God and do what is right. 
 
Prayer:  Dear God, thank You for the gift of the Holy Spirit who has come to live inside me.  The gospel 
of Jesus is the best treasure of all.   In Jesus' name I pray, amen. 
 
 
Bible Adventure for 4’s, 5’s & K- 
 (Show the review 2CO01ECGF2 picture.)  Paul wrote Second Corinthians to remind the Corinthians 
that he was a true apostle of Jesus Christ.  (Have the children put their right arm up in the shield position.  
Say “2 Corinthians--apostleship defended.”)  As an apostle, Paul could do powerful miracles from God.  
Paul could make sick people get well (Snap your finger)—that fast!  Paul was not bragging about his 
power as an apostle.  Paul was bragging about the power of the gospel to change a person’s selfish heart 
into a loving, soft heart. 
 (Show the 2CO03ECGF1 picture.)  Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians that the gospel of Jesus is a very 
special treasure because it is a gift from God to us.  But God does not put His gospel treasure in a box 
like this for us to put on a shelf.  He puts His treasure in us and changes our selfish hearts into loving, soft 
hearts.  In fact, God puts Himself in our hearts when we believe in Jesus.  The powerful Holy Spirit of God 
comes to live inside of us so that He can help us live the way God wants us to live—lovingly, not selfishly. 
 (Show the 2CO03ECGF2 picture.)  God living inside of people is part of the New Testament 
(Covenant) gospel.  In the Old Testament God did not live inside of people.  The good news is that since 
Jesus died and rose again, those who believe in Jesus receive the powerful Holy Spirit to live inside 
them. 
 (Show the 2CO03ECGF3 picture.)  Paul wrote, “God did not choose a beautiful, wonderful, strong 
place to live.  He chose ordinary people like you and me to live inside.  Our bodies are not made out of 
strong material that will last forever.”  We like to think we’re big and strong (make muscles in your arms), 
but many things can hurt our bodies.  A car can hurt our bodies; a rock can hurt our bodies; many small 
things and even people can hurt our bodies.  As our bodies get older, they will get weaker and weaker 
until finally they die.  
 (Show the 2CO03ECGF4 picture.)  Paul said, “Every one of us has a body that can get hurt and sick, 
but when we have the powerful Spirit of God living in our hearts, we can be strong in obeying God.  As 
long as we live in these bodies, we will groan with pain sometimes.  But someday when we live with 
Jesus, we will have bodies that never get hurt or sick.  They will last forever.” 
 Paul said, “Bad and sad things happen to us while we are living in these bodies.  We might feel like 
complaining about how we feel or what happens to us.  We might feel like doing something that is wrong 
or want to hurt someone back who has hurt us.  But God gives us power to help us obey Him.   
 (Show the 2CO03ECGF5 picture.)  And someday when Jesus comes back for us, He has a special 
surprise for those of us who obey Him.”  Paul didn’t tell us what special surprise Jesus will have for us if 
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we try our best to obey Him, but he called it a reward.  God has a reward for His people who love Him 
enough to obey Him. 
 Even though Paul could not see Jesus or heaven with his eyes, he believed every word Jesus had 
told him about heaven.  Paul was eager to be with Jesus in heaven.  He knew things would be better in 
heaven.  But while Paul was still living in his body on earth, he had the Holy Spirit of God to help him 
faithfully preach the gospel of Jesus even though he suffered for doing that.  The Holy Spirit was living 
inside him to help him obey God. 
 (Look up to the ceiling and out the window to the sky.)  I can’t see Jesus or heaven either, but the 
Holy Spirit of God came to live in my heart when I believed in Jesus.  He helps me have joy even when 
something sad happens.  He helps me love the person who isn’t very nice to me.  He helps me want to 
tell my friends about Jesus.  God gives me power to help me obey and do what is right. 
 
Prayer:  Dear God, thank You for new life in Jesus, which is the best treasure of all.  Thank You that we 
can live with Jesus forever in heaven.  In Jesus’ name I pray, amen. 
 

Aim Questions 
Aim Questions for 2’s & 3’s:   
1. What is the gift from God that Paul calls a treasure?  (The gospel of Jesus.) 
2. Who helped Paul preach the gospel of Jesus and obey God?  (Holy Spirit.) 
3. Who lives in heaven and will come back to take us there if we love and obey Him?  (Jesus.) 
 
Aim Questions for 4’s & 5’s: 
1. What is the gift from God that Paul calls a treasure?  (The gospel of Jesus.) 
2. Who is more powerful—God or us?  (God.  Say the memory verse.) 
3. Do our bodies last forever?  (No.  Our bodies get older and weaker until they die.) 
4. Does God live forever?  (Yes.  God lives forever, and we can live forever with Him in heaven.) 
5. Who lives in heaven and will come back to take us there if we love and obey Him?  (Jesus.) 

Look: 

q Aim Questions:  The Aim Questions can be taken from the treasure chest.  Put them in the chest in 
the order you want them read before the Bible Adventure begins. 

q Transition Idea:  Shade your eyes with one hand and be searching for treasure as you move from 
one room to another.  “Did anyone see a treasure on the way?  What is the best treasure of all?”  
(The gospel of Jesus.) 

q Snack Idea:  Serve snacks in individual lunch bags.  Place different items in each bag so when they 
are served, no one knows what he is getting.  Items to be included in the bags could be:  graham 
crackers, goldfish crackers, cold cereal, fresh fruit (wrapped in plastic bags), popcorn, etc.  “What 
treasure did you find in your bag?” 

q Snack Treasure Hunt:  Place the snack in a special container and put it under a blanket hidden 
somewhere in the room.  Lead the children on a hunt for it.  The clues could be: 
1. Find your first instruction in the Bible. 
2. The gospel treasure is found here, but not your snack.  Where do you turn the light on? 
3. You might turn on the lights here, but where do you look for the sun? 
4. The treasure isn’t in the window; but if you were going to go outside, where do you find your 

coats? 
5. Coats are good to cover you outside, but inside you might get under a blanket.   
Find the snack treasure under the blanket hidden in the room.  While snacking today, talk about this 
snack not being a real treasure.  The gospel of Jesus is the best treasure of all because it gives us 
new life now and forever! 

q Memory Verse Review:  Play the 2 Corinthians tape Memory Verse Song for the children.  Repeat 
twice, the second time singing along with the tape.  All-surpassing power is the greatest strength and 
is from God.  Our bodies and lives are weak without the power of God.  
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q Treasure of the Heart:  (2CO03ECGF12)  Materials needed: GF12 heart and Bible copied on 
cardstock paper and cut out, prepared paper springs, glue stick, crayons, yarn, hole punch.  Cut out 
one 10” by 1” paper strip for each child and fold it accordion style to make a paper spring.  In today’s 
Bible Adventure the children learned about the greatest treasure in the Bible—the gospel of Jesus 
that changes people’s hearts.  Help the children assemble the craft.  Tape or glue the Bible to one 
end of the paper spring and the other end to the heart.  Punch two holes through the top of the heart 
and loop a length of yarn through the holes so that the children can wear their heart around their 
neck.  

q “Treasure Box” Activity Page:  (2CO03ECGF10)  Give each child a GF10 picture of the treasure 
box to color and decorate by gluing colored paper or sequins on it.  (Cut a slit along the front edge of 
the box prior to class.)  On the back of the picture, place glue around the outside edge and along the 
top of the slit and place another piece of paper down on it.  Now you have a pocket for the GF19-20 
gospel book the children will make during Took time. 

q Activity Page Comes to Life:  (2CO03ECGF10 and 2CO03ECGF11)  Materials needed: GF10 
picture of the treasure box, GF11 picture of children, glue sticks, crayons, a small shiny key with 
ribbon.  Cut a slit in the treasure box and glue the shiny key to the treasure box.  Color the GF11 
children and tape the picture securely to a Popsicle stick or pencil so that they can slide up through 
the slit in the treasure box.  Review with the children that the gospel of Jesus is a very special 
treasure because it is a gift from God. 

q “God Is Stronger Than Our Muscles” Game:  Materials needed: Small 1# or 2# weights (ask Darcy 
to supply).  This game will be a short exercise class in teaching the children that it is important to 
exercise and get strong, but God is stronger than our muscles.  Show the children different exercises 
to do to strengthen their little arms and legs (push ups, sit ups, squats, leg lifts, bicep curls, etc.).  “We 
can make our bodies strong, but the real strength and most important strength we need is from God.  
He is our strength even when our muscles are weak.” 

q “Frog Helps with Pictures” Review:  (2CO03ECGF13)  Copy the GF13 picture on a piece of 
cardstock paper and color it.  On the frog’s board, glue picture hangers.  On the pictures for today’s 
Bible Adventure, center two holes, four inches apart.  Reinforce.  Then, for example, ask a child to 
bring to you the picture of Jesus in heaven waiting for the day when believers will join Him there.  Do 
the same with other pictures. 

q Memory Verse Hunt:  (2CO03ECGF14, 2CO03ECGF15, 2CO03ECGF16, and 2CO03ECGF17)  
Hide the GF14, GF15, GF16, and GF17 Memory Verse pictures around the room (“2 Corinthians 4:7, 
This all-surpassing power is from God and not from us”).   First ask a child to find the picture of the 
Bible.  Tell him what it says and talk about the book of the Bible we are studying now.  The second 
child finds the strong arm picture and you talk about power that can change our hearts and give us 
life in heaven with new bodies.  We can’t do that alone.  The third picture is God – the One who loves 
us and gives us His Holy Spirit in our hearts when we believe in Jesus.  The fourth picture is of 
children who can’t obey God by their own power, but who can obey if the powerful Holy Spirit lives in 
their hearts.  Say and sing the Memory Verse several times together.  

q "Gospel of Jesus" Relay:  Provide three soft balls and divide the class into three sections.  Each 
section stands in a line.  The first person in each line gets a ball which represents the "gospel of 
Jesus."  He runs to a line about 20' from the start, turns and rolls the ball back to the next player on 
his team.  That person catches the ball and takes off and does the same.  The first team to have 
everyone across the far line is done sharing the "gospel of Jesus" first. 

q "What Is It Like?" Game:  Choose ten to twelve pictures of common animals or items that the 
children will recognize.  Choose one child to stand in front of the group and give him a picture to 
describe.  He cannot say the item's name, but he can describe it by color, size, function, etc.  Have 
the class guess what he is looking at after each clue is given.  "Our game is like heaven.  Jesus 
knows what heaven is like and wants us to be in heaven with Him.  We can't see heaven (or the 
picture), but Jesus said we will be happy with Him in heaven."  Repeat as time allows. 

q Action Song:  Sing to the tune of “Ring Around the Rosie:” 
Pain, pain, hurt, hurt!  (Clutch arms and pretend to be hurt while walking in a low, crouched position.) 
Pain, pain, hurt, hurt.   
They just won’t go away until we live with Jesus.  (When you say “Jesus,” you all stand up!) 
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Songs: 

q 2 Corinthians 4:7, Memory Verse Song  (tune:  “His Banner Over Me Is Love”) 
This all-sur-pass-ing pow-er is from God and not from us. 
This all-sur-pass-ing pow-er is from God and not from us. 
This all-sur-pass-ing pow-er is from God and not from us. 
Second Corinthians, four seven.  God’s power! 

q My God Is So Great 
My God is so great, so strong, and so mighty 
And He wants to live inside me. 
My God is so great, so strong, and so mighty 
And He wants to live inside me. 

q Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus 
"We can turn our eyes upon Jesus when we pray, listen to Bible stories and sing songs about Jesus." 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face; 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In the light of His glory and grace. 
(Repeat.) 

q I Love to Tell the Story 
I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 
Of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and His love. 
I love to tell the story because I know 'tis true, 
It satisfies my longings, as nothing else can do. 
I love to tell the story! 
‘Twill be my theme in glory 
To tell the old, old story 
Of Jesus and His love. 
 

Took: 

q Good News Gospel Telephones:  (2CO03ECGF18)  Materials needed:  2 styrofoam cups with a 
hole punched in the bottom for each child, 3' lengths of yarn, decorative stickers, the GF18 words 
"Paul Preached the Gospel of Jesus," two beads or washers for each child.  Guide the children to 
decorate two cups with the words provided and with stickers.  Help the children put their yarn through 
the holes in their cups and knot the ends inside the cups using the bead or washer.  Show the 
children how to talk into one end of their telephones while someone listens on the other end.  "Paul 
did not have a telephone to preach the gospel of Jesus.  But with the help of the Holy Spirit in his 
heart he was able to obey God and tell others of Jesus." 

q Gospel Book for the Treasure Box:  (2CO03ECGF10, 2CO03ECGF19, and  2CO03ECGF20)  
Copy one GF19 and GF20 page per child (folded into a booklet) and a GF10 page (with a slit cut 
along the base of the lid).  Let the children color the booklet pictures as you review the gospel with 
each child.  This is their own book to place in the GF10 treasure chest to remind them that the gospel 
of Jesus is the greatest treasure of all.  Encourage the children to share the gospel with others who 
might not know about Jesus.   

q Soft and Hard Things:  Materials needed: A rock, a cotton ball, a brick, a soft stuffed animal, a stick, 
a soft flower.  In this activity the children can test the difference between soft and hard.  A soft, loving 
heart is a heart that wants to serve Jesus as Paul’s heart did.  “We don’t want to have a hard, 
bragging, boastful heart about how good we are.  We want a heart to serve and love God.  Let’s ask 
God to soften our hearts to hear what He has to teach us, not be hard and cold like an old rock.” 

q Preschool Page for Parents: (2CO03ECPPP)  Send a page home with each child, encouraging 
parents to reinforce the Bible truths at home.  Spend a few minutes before the children go home 
creatively reviewing the song and Memory Verse. 
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