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May 25, 2003 1 Peter Chapter 5 
Early Childhood 1PET04EC 
Jesus Is the Good Shepherd for His Sheep 

1 Peter 

 
Materials I Need: 
 
 
 
 
 

Key for symbols: 

qThis symbol represents ideas that can be used for two-year-olds through kindergarten. Please 
remember to slow way down for two-year-olds and keep the pace moving for five-year-olds. 

�This symbol represents ideas that can be used for two- and three-year-olds. 

�This symbol represents ideas that are best used for four-year-olds through kindergarten. 
Memory Verse for 2s and 3s: 
 
1 Peter 1:3:  He has given us new birth into a living hope. 
 
Memory Verse for 4s and 5s: 
 
1 Peter 2:13:  Submit (yourselves) for the Lord’s sake to every authority. 
 

Hook: 

qTeacher Tip:  It is our written policy to not accept any sick children into the classroom.  Any time a 
parent explains a condition concerning his child, carefully watch that child during the morning to verify 
his wellness.  Sometimes children may become cranky and tired during your time with them.  It could 
be a sign they are getting sick.  Don't hesitate to notify your department head of your concerns so the 
child's parents can be summoned from the church service.  You are lovingly protecting the others in 
your classroom when you share your concerns with the involved parent. 

qStory Book of a Shepherd:  Read a story about a shepherd who cares for his sheep.  “The Sheep 
That Was Lost” (the second story in the book “The Tell-Me Stories” Volume One by Ella K. Lindvall) 
would be a good example of a good shepherd who cares for his sheep. 

qBe a Good Shepherd!  Provide as many stuffed sheep as possible and building materials to make a 
corral or fence.  Explain what a sheepfold is (a pen or gathering place for sheep).  Provide a dish or 
trough for the sheep to eat and drink.  Talk about the sounds a sheep might make and what it might 
eat.  Move the sheep to another part of the room, keeping them close together in a "flock."  "In today's 
Bible Adventure, Peter says Jesus is our Good Shepherd.  He cares for us and we don't need to be 
afraid.  You are a shepherd today as you watch over your sheep and make sure they have food and 
water.  You built them a fence so they can sleep and be safe without wandering off." 

qWhat Kind of Animal Is This?  Provide numerous plastic game and/or farm animals, along with one 
or two lions.  Talk about what lions eat.  (Meat)  Sheep are some animals they like to eat.  Sheep 
need someone to watch over them to keep them safe from lions.  Allow the children to identify the 
various animals and group them according to type.  What do the animals do when they see a lion?  
(Run!)  What do people do when they see a lion?  (Run or hide)  "In today's Bible Adventure, Peter 
says the devil is like a hungry lion.  He watches Christians and wants to trap them in sin.  Christians 
must stay close to Jesus, their Good Shepherd, so they won't be pounced on by the devil." 
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qLost Sheep Picture:  (1PET04ECGF7)  Identify the lost sheep in the GF7 picture and color them 
black.  If there is time, finish coloring the picture.  "In today's Bible Adventure, Peter tells us that 
Christians are like sheep.  If they don't stay close to their Shepherd, who is Jesus, they can get lost in 
sin.  It is important to follow Jesus and obey what He wants us to do." 

qDoctor and Nurse Center:  Provide a doctor's bag, bandages and some blankets and pillows.  
Arrange a little hospital area where the children can take care of each other.  "When Christians suffer 
for a long time, it can start to take away their joy and hope.  It is easy for them to get discouraged and 
want to quit suffering.  Some people get sick and are sick for a long time.  It is our job as Christians to 
love and help those who are sick so they don't get discouraged.  We are to take care of sick people 
just as Jesus takes care of us." 

qHome Center:  Provide a dollhouse, family cars and family member dolls for the children to play with.  
"God gives us parents to take care of us.  Our parents are like a shepherd and we are like sheep.  
They take care of us because we can't do everything by ourselves.  What do they do that we can't 
do?  We are to obey our parents.  It helps us have a good heart attitude when we submit ourselves to 
our parents and obey them." 

qWhere, Oh Where, Have My Little Sheep Gone?  (1PET04ECGF8)  Cut out several GF8 sheep.  
Have the children in your small group cover their eyes while you quickly hide the sheep around the 
room.  Come back to the small group and tell them your sheep have wandered off.  How much time 
will it take to find the lost sheep?  You can make it a timed activity.  Tell them if it takes longer or a 
shorter amount of time to find all the sheep the second time.  Encourage them to look quickly and try 
not to hide the sheep too thoroughly.  "In today's Bible Adventure, Peter writes that Jesus is like a 
shepherd and Christians are like His sheep.  We are to stay close to Jesus so we don't get lost in our 
sin."  You could sing the following verse as the children are looking. 
Where, oh where, has my little sheep gone? 
Where, oh where can he be? 
I will look and look very care-ful-ly 
And then bring him safely to me. 
 

Book: 
Presentation Ideas 

qColor the 1PET04ECGF1, 1PET04ECGF2, 1PET04ECGF3, 1PET04ECGF4 and 1PET04ECGF5 
pictures and glue them onto colored construction paper.  Show these pictures as you tell the Bible 
Adventure.  Save the pictures for review in future First Peter lessons. 

q1 Peter Lesson #4 Pennant Review Picture:  (1PET04ECGF10)  Cut out the GF10 pennant and 
attach it to the rope or string that has been draped across the corner of the room where the story is 
told.  Review the first three week’s picture pennants from 1 Peter as well as this week’s. 

q"I See Three" Finger Play: 
I see three--one, two, three (Hold up three fingers, one at a time.) 
Three little bunnies 
Reading the funnies. 
I see three--one, two, three (Bend down three fingers, one at a time.) 
Three little kittens 
All wearing mittens. 
I see three--one, two, three (Hold up three fingers, one at a time.) 
Three little frogs  
Sitting on logs. 
I see three--one, two, three (Bend down three fingers, one at a time.) 
Three little ducks 
Riding on trucks. 
I see three--one, two, three (Hold up three fingers, one at a time.) 
Three little sheep 
Not making a peep! 
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qLion and Sheep:  Gather several stuffed sheep around your feet and explain this is your flock that 
you will be protecting during the Bible Adventure.  A sleeping lion should be placed outside the story 
circle at a distance.  Tell the children you will be watching your flock just like a shepherd in case the 
lion wakes up.  If the lion comes close, you will chase him off.  When the story is done, have a 
classroom assistant move the lion toward the flock.  The teacher chases the lion off and the lion 
settles down outside the circle again.  Hide the Aim Questions under the sleeping lion's tail and ask a 
child who is “not afraid” to retrieve them. 

 
Bible Adventure for 2s & 3s 
 Today we are in the last chapter of the book of First Peter.  This is the first letter that Peter wrote to 
new Christians scattered throughout the land.  The theme of First Peter is "Victory over Suffering."  (Have 
the children make a "V" with their fingers and repeat "Victory over Suffering.") 
 (Show the 1PET04ECGF1 picture.)  When Christians suffer for a long time, it is easy for them to get 
discouraged.  It is easy to be afraid and want to run away and hide from suffering.  Peter wrote to tell the 
early Christians to not be afraid of bad things because Jesus is the Good Shepherd.  He takes care of His 
people.  God gives men to the church called elders.  They are like "shepherds."  They take care of the 
"flock" of Christians in their church.  The elders teach what God says about suffering and how to be 
strong in faith rather than to be afraid. 
 (Show the 1PET04ECGF2 picture.)  A shepherd is a person who takes care of sheep.  A good 
shepherd takes good care of his sheep.  He knows his sheep by name; and the sheep know the 
shepherd's voice and will follow him.  A shepherd leads his sheep to pasture where there is grass to eat 
and water to drink every day.  At night he puts them in a sheepfold or pen so they are safe from hungry 
lions. 
 (Show the 1PET04ECGF3 picture.)  It is very important for the sheep to stay close to the shepherd.  
Sheep don't have to be afraid of the hungry lion that is prowling around.  As long as they stay close to the 
shepherd, sheep are safe. 
 (Show the 1PET04ECGF4 picture.)  Peter told the Christians to not be afraid of the devil who is 
watching and waiting to hurt them.  The devil is like the lion who wants to hurt the sheep.  Peter told the 
Christians to give all their fears over to God because He will take good care of them.  God gives you 
children parents to take care of you, too.  They are like shepherds.  When you submit to them and obey 
them, they will be able to take good care of you. 
 (Show the 1PET04ECGF6 picture.)  The elders teach us that Jesus is our Good Shepherd who will 
come back for His people someday.  He is coming back for those who have had a new, second birth.  
When our Good Shepherd, Jesus, appears in the sky, we will go to live with Him in His glorious kingdom.  
That gives us great hope.  That hope gives us victory over any suffering we might go through while we 
are here on earth. 
 
Prayer:  Dear God, thank You for being the Good Shepherd who will take care of us through any kind of 
suffering.  Thank You for our parents and elders who also take care of us for You.  In Jesus' name I pray, 
amen. 
 
 
Bible Adventure for 4s, 5s & K 
 (Ask a child to open your Bible at the bookmark that has been placed in First Peter.)  What book of 
the Bible are we learning from?  (Have the children hold up one finger as they repeat “First Peter.”)  The 
theme of 1 Peter is “Victory over Suffering.”  (Have the children make a “V” with their fingers as they 
repeat “Victory over Suffering.”) 
 (Show the 1PET04ECGF1 picture.)  When Christians are suffering persecution for a long time, it can 
start to take away their joy and hope.  It is easy for them to get discouraged and want to quit suffering.  It 
is easy to become afraid while suffering.  Suffering that doesn’t get better can make a person want to run 
away and hide from more suffering.  Peter wrote in his letter, “Don’t be afraid of bad things that can 
happen to you.  Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for you and will take care of you.  God has 
people in the church who are there to help you, too.  God has put elders in the church to be like 
shepherds to help you.” 
 (Show the 1PET04ECGF2 picture.)  A shepherd is a person who takes care of sheep.  A good 
shepherd takes good care of his sheep.  He gives each of his own sheep a name and calls to them by 
name.  A sheep knows its shepherd’s voice and will follow him.  A shepherd leads his sheep to pasture 
where there is grass to eat and water to drink every day.  At night he puts them in a sheepfold or pen so 
that they are safe from hungry lions.  Lions and other wild animals who like to eat sheep watch the sheep 
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and wait for a chance to grab one away from the flock.  A good shepherd protects his sheep and will fight 
against any animal that is trying to steal his sheep. 
 (Show the 1PET04ECGF3 picture.)  It is very important for the sheep to stay close to the shepherd.  
Sheep don’t have to be afraid of the hungry lion that is prowling around waiting for a chance to grab them 
as long as they stay close to the shepherd.  The sheep are safe unless they wander away alone or lag 
behind alone.  That is the only time when a lion can pounce on a sheep and drag it away from the flock. 
 (Show the 1PET04ECGF4 picture.)  Peter wrote, “You don’t have to be afraid of the devil who is 
watching and waiting to hurt Christians, like a lion wants to hurt the sheep.  But if you are afraid of 
anything, give all of your fears over to God and He will take care of you.  God gives you children parents 
to take care of you, too.  Submit to them and obey them.  It will help you to become humble when you 
submit yourselves to your parents and obey them. 
 (Show the 1PET04ECGF5 picture.)  God also gives to the church men called elders who are 
“shepherds” that take care of the “flock” of Christians in the church.  The pastors and elders teach us 
what God says about suffering.  They teach us to be strong in faith rather than be afraid.  The elders 
teach us and show us by their example how to submit ourselves to those who are in charge of us with a 
patient attitude.  They teach us to be humble. 
 (Show the 1PET04ECGF6 picture.)  The elders teach us that Jesus is our Good Shepherd who will 
come back for His people someday—for those who have had a new birth.  When our Good Shepherd, 
Jesus, appears in the sky, we will go to live with Him in His glorious kingdom.  That gives us great hope—
a living hope.  That hope gives us victory over any suffering we might go through while we are here on 
earth. 
 
Prayer:  Dear God, thank You for being the Good Shepherd who will take care of us through any kind of 
suffering.  You give us people—our parents and church elders—who take care of us for You.  We don’t 
have to be afraid because You are strong.  In Jesus name I pray, amen. 
 

Aim Questions 
Aim Questions for 2s & 3s: 
1. What is the theme of First Peter?  (“Victory over Suffering.”  Hold up your fingers with the "V" sign.) 
2. Who does Peter say is our "Good Shepherd?”  (Jesus) 
3. Who does God also give Christians as their shepherds?  (Parents and church elders) 
 
Aim Questions for 4s & 5s: 
1. What is the name of the book of the Bible we learned from today, and what is the theme?  (1 

Peter; “Victory over Suffering”) 
2. What does a good shepherd do for his sheep?  (He takes care of them, leads them to grass and 

water, and protects them from lions who want to hurt them.) 
3. Who does God give Christians as their shepherds?  (Jesus is the Good Shepherd.  God also 

gives parents and church elders to be shepherds of their “flocks.”) 
4. Does a Christian ever have to be afraid?  (No.  Suffering comes to every Christian, but we can give 

our fears to God because He cares for us and takes care of His “sheep.”) 

Look: 

qAim Questions:  Bring in a large stuffed lion and place the Aim Questions under his tail.  Tell the 
children the lion is sleeping and they are to carefully lift the tail to get their questions. 

qTransition Idea:  Follow the leader going down the hall like sheep following a shepherd.  The leader 
could raise arms, pat head, flap arms, clap over head, etc. 

qSnack Suggestion:  Color shredded coconut with green food dye mixed with water.  Sprinkle it on 
top of cream cheese on graham crackers, frosted cookies or cupcakes.  “What does the green 
coconut remind you of from today’s Bible Adventure?”  (Grass that sheep eat) 

qMemory Verse Review:  As the children sing the Memory Verse Song, pass some stuffed or plastic 
sheep down the line of children where the last person drops them into a "sheepfold."  How many 
sheep did they get in the pen before they were done singing?  Repeat and try to get more sheep in 
the pen before the song ends. 
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qGood Shepherd Booklet:  (1PET04ECGF9 and 1PET04ECGF11)  Copy one GF9 page for each 
child and fold the page into fourths to make a booklet.  On the first page, have the children circle the 
word “Suffering” and draw a line from the word to each of the four children who are suffering.  On the 
second page, let the children glue cotton batting or cotton ball bits on the sheep and draw blue water 
for the sheep to drink.  Talk about what a good shepherd does for his sheep.  Jesus is our Good 
Shepherd who takes good care of us.  For the third and fourth pages, give the children two GF11 
Bibles with memory verses to glue onto their pages.  The First Peter 2:13 verse might go best with 
the third page and the First Peter 1:3 verse with the fourth page. 

q1 Peter Pennant Necklace:  (1PET04ECGF14)  Copy four GF14 pennants for each child and cut 
them out.  Punch holes at the top and let the children string their four pennants on yarn or string to 
make a necklace.  Tie the pennants in place to keep them from falling together.  Sing songs about 
“victory over suffering” as the children make their necklaces. 

q"Lion and Sheep" Game:  This game is played in a large open area.  Have one child stand in the 
center of the play area guarding two or three stuffed sheep.  He puts his back to the sheep and, 
without touching them, circles around them facing the rest of the class.  The class stands in a large 
circle facing the "shepherd."  The object is to get a "lion" to enter the circle and grab a sheep before 
the "shepherd" touches him and stops him.  Send more than one "lion" into the circle at a time to 
make the game harder.  The teacher can control the game better if he taps the next person on the 
head who is to go into the circle.  If a "lion" grabs a sheep and gets outside the circle before he is 
tagged, he keeps the sheep and play continues until all the sheep in the circle are gone.  Repeat 
using a different shepherd. 

qFollow the Chalk Line:  Form groups of four.  Give one child in each group a piece of white chalk.  
Give each of the other three children a piece of different-color chalk.  Have the groups follow you 
outdoors.  On the sidewalk or parking lot, have the children with the white chalk begin to draw on the 
pavement.  Encourage them to intersect each other's lines and use big sweeping motions covering as 
much space as possible. Then have a second group with the same color follow their leader's lines by 
drawing alongside the white line with their colored chalk.   Repeat with the third and fourth colors.  
This gets tricky and funny if you have a lot of children.  After the pavement is covered with an array of 
colors, stop and survey their artwork.  Were they able to follow their "shepherd" with the white chalk? 

qThe Shepherd's Play:  This action play can be done right before the Quiet Time Activity (that 
follows).  One leader can read the play while another leads the class through the motions. 
Here comes the shepherd who takes care of the sheep. (Walk in place) 
He is looking for grass for his sheep to eat. (Shade eyes) 
If a lamb gets tired, he carries it home, (Lift and carry) 
Back to its mother, so the lamb won't roam. (Gently lower arms) 
 
If a sheep gets lost, the shepherd looks and looks. (Look in all directions) 
He climbs up high mountains (Reaching motions) 
And wades across brooks. (Tip toe in place) 
 
And when the sheep get sleepy, (Rub eyes) 
They hear the shepherd call, (Cup hands around mouth) 
He brings them to the sheepfold ("Come here" motion) 
And counts them one and all. (Count on fingers or individual heads) 
 
In they creep and snuggle, (Hug self) 
The shepherd stays beside; 
He lies down at the sheepfold door (Lay head on hands) 
To keep them safe inside. 
 
Now the shepherd's getting sleepy. (Yawn and stretch) 
He worked hard for his sheep. 
He pulls his cloak around him,  (Wrap self) 
And they all go to sleep. (Lay head on hands and close eyes) 
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qQuiet Time Activity:  Have the children sit together on the floor in the center of the room.  Large 
blankets could be spread on the floor next to them.  Have the classroom leaders quickly arrange the 
chairs around the children to represent a fence.  Tell the children to move to the blankets and quietly 
lie down.  Turn off the lights and give the children five minutes of quiet time to think about Jesus.  
"You are to be sheep under my care.  As you lie quietly, I will watch to make sure no one can hurt you 
or that no one wanders away.  I will be like a shepherd and watch out for you."  As you, the teacher, 
sit or lie quietly with the children, pray for them by name.  Pray that each child would put his faith in 
Jesus and for his parents to be strong in faith as they lead their children. 

 
Songs: 

q1 Peter 1:3 Memory Verse Song  (tune:  “Frere Jacques”) 
He has gi-ven us new birth  
Into a living hope, into a living hope. 
Fi-irst Peter one, three.  Fi-irst Peter one, three. 
Vic-to-ry!  Vic-to-ry! 

q1 Peter 2:13 Memory Verse Song  (tune:  “Good News!  Chariots Are Coming”) 
Submit  (echo)  for the Lord’s sake. 
Submit  (echo)  for the Lord’s sake. 
Submit  (echo)  for the Lord’s sake. 
First Peter two, thirteen. 
 
Respect  (echo)  au-tho-ri-ty. 
Respect  (echo)  au-tho-ri-ty. 
Respect  (echo)  au-tho-ri-ty. 
First Peter two, thirteen. 

qLord, I Want to Be a Christian:  Jesus is called our Good Shepherd because He cares for us more 
than anyone.  Our parents and church leaders are also called shepherds because they watch out for 
us and care for us, too. 
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart. 
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
 
Lord, I want Jesus the Shepherd in my heart, in my heart. 
Lord, I want Jesus the Shepherd in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want Jesus the Shepherd in my heart. 

qSavior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
Savior, like a shepherd lead us, 
Much we need Your tender care. 
In Your pleasant pastures feed us, 
For our use Your folds prepare. 
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 
Hear Your children when they pray. 
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 
Hear Your children when they pray. 

qWhere, Oh Where?  (tune:  “Where, Oh Where Has My Little Dog Gone?”) 
Where, oh where has my little sheep gone? 
Where, oh where can he be? 
I will look and look very care-ful-ly 
And then bring him safely to me. 
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qI Cast All My Cares Upon You 
I cast all my cares upon You. 
I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet. 
And anytime I don’t know wh-what to do, 
I will cast all my cares upon You. 
 

Took: 

q“Jesus Is Our Good Shepherd” Craft:  (1PET04ECGF15)  Copy the GF15 page on cardstock 
paper and cut out the sheep and the rectangle base the feet are standing on.  Leave the sheep heads 
attached at the line where they touch.  Glue or tape the strip of cardstock between the two sheep at 
the feet so they will stand up.  Help the children stretch the cotton balls a little to shred them and glue 
them to the side of the sheep with no writing.  Try to leave the ears, head and feet uncovered.  Sing 
“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Me” as the children follow their “shepherd” leader around the room or 
down the hall, carrying their sheep craft. 

q“Shepherds for Children” Activity Page:  (1PET04ECGF12 and 1PET04ECGF13)  Copy a GF12 
page and the four different GF13 pictures for each child.  Talk about how faith in Jesus and a new 
birth in our hearts brings joy and hope to people (shown in the upper picture of children praising God).  
Suffering persecution can make people weary and discouraged if they are not careful.  God gives us 
shepherds to help us be encouraged.  Talk about the GF13 “shepherds” God gives us as the children 
glue the four pictures above the four discouraged children in the lower picture.  Review the Memory 
Verses. 

qPreschool Page for Parents:  (1PET04ECPPP)  Send a page home with each child, encouraging 
parents to reinforce the Bible truths at home.  Spend a few minutes before the children go home 
creatively reviewing the Memory Verse Song. 
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