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Materials | Need:

Legend:
= Option 1, Appropriate for 1°' — 2" Grade
W Option 2, Appropriate for 3 — 6" Grade

Memory Work:

“We know that we have come to know Him if we obey His commands.” 1John 2:3 (NIV)

Aim Questions:

1. What did Jesus say about the person who truly loves Him?

2. What was the first major test that John gave to these believers to test the lives of the false
teachers?

3. What does John say about loving the world?

4. What was the second major test that John gave?

5. Why can believers know the truth better than unbelievers?

LS Hook:

D Copy Cat (Game). What does it mean to imitate the behavior of someone else? It means to do
what they do, or “copy cat” them. Itis crucial for us, if we claim to be Christians, that we “copy cat”
Christ. Spend some time playing “copy cat,” performing difficult tasks that the students may have a
hard time doing. Repeat them if necessary. What kinds of things would Jesus do that He would
want us to copy?

D Temptations of the World (Worksheet/Discussion). Color the picture of the world with the worldly
attitudes written on it. Why are these things so difficult for us to resist? What can happen if we give
in to the ways of the world? Talk about how we as Christians must separate ourselves from those
things. Is it possible for people who say they are Christians to love the things of the world as much
as they love God? Can we have both? Save this picture for later use during the TOOK time,
1INO2.GF1.

D This Is a Test (Quiz). Take the true/false quiz, 1JN02.GF2, and discuss the results. How did you
know the true answers were true? The answers were things that you had more than likely
experienced, therefore you knew that they were true. How do we know if what people say about
Jesus is true or not? We must read and study the Word of God to know for sure what is true and
what is false. The apostle John was with Jesus and experienced His teaching and miracles. He
was actually therel We can study the words he has written and know that God inspired all that he
tells us. Today we will hear more about how we can tell if people are true believers or not.

D What Is the Truth about Who Christ Is? (Review Worksheet). Have students use a dark crayon

to color in the boxes that are false and a yellow crayon to color in the boxes that are true,
1INO2.GF3.
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D Counterfeit or Real? (Demonstration). Using the newer paper currency, discuss with the children
how they can tell a true U.S. bill from a counterfeit bill. How can you tell? What are some things to
look for, some tests to check? Look for the water mark, use a test pen, etc. In our Bible Adventure
today, we'll hear about some tests of true Christianity.

D Copy Cats (Discussion). Using a popular child's collectible (i.e., sports cards, Beanie Babies)
discuss with the children how they can tell whether or not these are the true collectibles or copy cats.
This may be a good opportunity to talk about envy or boasting also as many of the children may talk
about which collectibles they have or want and what their value is.

D Light in the Darkness (Memory Verse Review). Use fluorescent paint and 3x5 index cards to
spell out last week's Bible verse. Paint one letter on each card and number the back of the cards in
order. Place the letters around the room. With the lights off, have the children look for the letters
using their flashlights. When all of the letters are found, use the numbers on the back of the cards to
put them in order. Review the verse and what it means with the children.

D In Real Life, Who do You Love? (Role Play). Here are four situations you could act out or have
older students act out. Have the other students talk about what was wrong with the way one of the
characters was acting.

Scenario #1: (Hating your brother) An older sister has a one year old baby sister. Whenever
anyone visits, the baby gets all the attention, and the older sister gets left out. The older sister
complains out loud to herself about how she hates her sister and wishes she would not have been
born.

Scenario #2: (Lust of the eye) A boy is reading a Christmas catalogue and sees several things he
wants. He cuts out the pictures and puts them on his mirror and constantly talks about them to his
parents.

Scenario #3 (Lust of the Flesh) A girl watches hours of TV and won’t do any other activity when
asked.

Scenario #4 (Boastful pride of life) In a conversation among three people, one boy always has done
something (fishing, skiing, running, grades, etc.) better, more, or longer than the other two.

@Book:

Bible Adventure —

Have you ever been the victim of somebody else’s lie? Falling for a lie always costs us--whether in
wounded feelings or something more serious. The world would be an easier place to live if everyone
were honest, wouldn't it? Sadly, people who lie are everywhere in this world. It was the same in Bible
times, too, when the apostle John was writing letters to churches made up of brand-new believers in
Jesus Christ. Men who claimed to be believers, were spreading lies within the new church. John heard
of it and hurried to write to the new babes in Christ, whom he called “my little children.” He did not want
them to fall for the lies being told. He knew there was much more at stake than just hurt feelings or a loss
of trust. If believed, these lies would have an eternal cost.

What were the lies? The false teachers said that matter, which makes up the physical world, was evil.
Therefore, they reasoned, Christ could not have been both fully God and fully man. In chapter one of 1
John, the apostle reminds the believers that he was an eyewitness to the fact that Jesus was both,
without a doubt. The false teachers also spread the lie that sin was not important, and even that it did not
exist! These were dangerous, dangerous teachings. What is the natural conclusion to make if we
swallow the lie that we don’t have a problem with sin? If we have no sin, we don’t need a Savior, do we?
But John wrote, and the rest of God’s Word plainly teaches, that every person ever living (with the
exception of Jesus Christ) has a problem with sin--a problem that will destroy us without God’s rescue.

How were these new believers to protect themselves from the lies being spread? The best defense

against a lie has always been, and always will be, the truth. John wrote to give them some tests they
could use to test both the quality and the teaching of anyone claiming to speak God’s truth.
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As we read chapter two of 1 John, the apostle continues to share about the kind of life a genuine
Christian would lead. The person who really knows God will do what God says. This is the way John
wrote it: “We know that we have come to know Him if we obey His commands.” (2:3) Only God'’s Spirit
can give us the power to obey Him week after week, year after year. Someone who is only pretending to
be saved or who is deceived about their salvation cannot do that. Sooner or later they will fail, big time.
John wanted those who were reading his letter to be able to clearly tell a true Christian from a pretend
Christian. Obedience to God’s word, John said, was a solid way to test. Anyone who claimed to know
God but was not obedient to God’s Word was a liar. The false teachers showed by the way they lived
their lives that they were not at all interested in following God’s ways. God’s children, as they obey His
Word, will live more and more the way Jesus did, and will more and more have the same qualities God
has (2:6).

The most important quality a true Christian should have is love for others. John wanted the new believers
to ask themselves, “Do these false teachers love others the way Christ did?” They bragged about
knowing more about God than anyone else, but they showed no love toward the others in the church.
John said: “Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness.” (2:9) In
other words, they are not a true follower of Christ. That we love others is of the greatest importance to
God. Jesus said to His disciples, “A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another, as |
have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have
love for one another” (John 13:34). That is the proof that we are God'’s child, that we have love for other
believers.

Not only did the false teachers reveal a lack of love for others, but their lives showed that it was not God
they loved, but the world. There is no middle ground here. We can't have it both ways--we will either
love God, or we will love what the world has to offer. The false teachers were caught up in the ideas of
man, ones that made them feel good about themselves but were from Satan himself.

Another important quality a true Christian should have is a love for the truth. What we believe is vitally
important to God. What we believe about Christ will tell everything about our spiritual condition. John
couldn’t have used stronger words--"Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ”
(2:22). John labeled this kind of person an “antichrist” because their false teachings twisted the truth and
went against the heart of God’s Word. Truth is the best test of whether a person is a real believer or a
make-believer because God has given every believer the Holy Spirit to live within them and help them tell
truth from lies. The unbeliever, since he does not have the Holy Spirit, can’t know the truth at all. The
false teachers claimed to be the only ones who knew the truth. They claimed to be the only ones who
could teach this “truth” to others. John told the new Christians that because they had the Holy Spirit, they
had the ability to understand everything God wanted them to know. They didn’t need any “special
teachers” with “special knowledge.”

The Bible tell us that we are to examine, or test ourselves to see if we are really in the faith (belonging to
Christ) (1 Cor. 13:5). We've heard about two ways to test. First, love for others. How does your life stack
up? Do you have a Christ-like love for those around you as you remember God'’s love for you? Do you
show caring in attitudes of patience, generosity with what you have, kindness and unselfishness to
others? Have you discovered enough of God'’s truth that you realize the foolishness of chasing after what
the world has to offer, and found your satisfaction and your heart’s desire in God?

Second, we can test to see if we are in the faith by what we believe about God and God’s Word. Are you
convinced that all of the truth you will ever need can be found in the Bible? If not, what steps will you take
to get to that point? If your view of God is not anchored in Scripture, if it's wrong or even slightly off, it will
make a big difference in your relationship with Him. Jesus said, “The truth will set you free” (John 8:32).
The truth includes all of who God is, all of who Jesus is, and all of the teachings passed on to us in God’s
Word. A true believer knows the truth, receives freedom from sin, and is free to enjoy the closeness of an
deep relationship with the mighty God of the universe.
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D The Love Connection (Craft). Read 1John 2:3-6. Our love and obedience to Christ connects us to
the Father as well as to other believers. This connection allows us to fellowship with each other as
well as with God Himself. WOW! How are we able to fellowship directly with the One and only holy
God of the universe? Now read 1John 2:1-2 and answer that question. Christ paid the price that
allows us to be able to come into the presence of God. To complete this simple craft, cut a piece of
red construction paper in half lengthwise and fold it into thirds, accordion-style. Now cut out a heart
shape, being careful to leave the folded edges intact. Don’t cut on the folds so that when you open it
up the hearts will be connected. Write “Love and Obedience to Christ” in the center heart, “God” on
the heart to the left, and “Other Believers” on the heart to the right. Copy the verse, 1John 2:5, on
the back of the hearts and stand it on the desktop.

D Walking Like Christ (Activity). Make a multitude of footprint shapes and write phrases on them
that the children can read and understand. Write examples of what Christ would do and other
examples of unChrist-like behavior. Scatter these throughout the classroom. Be sure to have plenty
so that they have to stop, read, and think before they decide what to do with that footprint. Instruct
them to move around the room and look at all the footprints. They only want to pick up those that
say something they think Jesus would do. Leave the others in place. Once the students are
finished, ask them to bring the ones they collected to the front of the class. Paste these on the
board in the front of the class and use them to discuss what it means to walk like Christ. If we claim
to be Christian we should be walking like Christ.

D Looking at the Evidence (Activity). Pretending to be detectives, use magnifying glasses,
disguises, or other props to make it interesting. Ask the question, “How can you tell if someone is a
real Christian or a false believer?” What kinds of things would be evident in their lives? Have the
students write their ideas on 1JN02.GF4. Use Galatians 5:16-26, Matthew 20:26-28, Galatians 1:10,
Ephesians 4:1-2, Ephesians 4:29, Ephesians 5:1-17, and 2 Corinthians 13:5 to help you in your
discussion. Are these present in our lives?

D Are We Reflecting God’s Character? (Craft). Cut out a mirror-shaped piece of construction paper
or card stock. Paste a piece of reflective foil to the front and write 1John 2:5-6 on the back. Talk
about the fact that if we are truly Christians others will be able to see the reflection of God’s
character in us. What an awesome privilege it is to reflect God upon others! How successful are we
at doing this?

D Passage Review Questions (Worksheet). This booklet contains many questions from the
Scripture passage covered in today’s lesson. Students may work on them in class and complete
them during the week at home, 1JN02.GFb5.

D Knowing God (Memory Verse Exercise). Have students find the secret message by first finding
the names of the colors in the puzzle and crossing them out. Next, have them start at the top left
box and read right to left. Put the letters in the spaces provided to find the secret message,
1INO2.GF6 Pg. 1, answers are found on 1JN02.GF6 Pg. 2.

D Right and Wrong Attitudes (Worksheet). Use this worksheet to help your students see the
differences between right attitudes to have and wrong ones to avoid, 1JN02.GF7.

Took:

D How Do People Know You Are a Christian? (Discussion). w If someone examined your life
carefully, is there evidence of fellowship with Christ? Are you living in the light or in the darkness?
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How do you know? What are three things people would say about you if they knew you would never
find out what they said? Can you think of three examples of fruit in your life? What “sets you apart”
from others living in the world? Give three ideas.

Obedience Graph (Take Home Activity). Use the graph on 1JN02.GF8 and stickers to chart the
evidence of Christ in your life this coming week. As you reflect Christ to others or portray unChrist-
like behavior, follow your actions throughout the week. Use the stickers, both written and blank, to
fill in words that correspond with your actions. See the example at the display board at the
Children’s Ministry table. Encourage the students to bring them back next week. Following Christ's
example is not always easy. That’'s why our graphs will go up and down naturally throughout the
week. After all He was God and we’re not!

Loving Others (Craft/Take Home Assignment). Encourage the students to color 1JN02.GF9 Pg.1
and 2, cut them out and paste them onto construction paper. Have each student take it home to
reference this week. Tell them to hang it where they’ll see it or carry it with them. Use this as a
reminder that how we love others is reflective of how we love Christ. Read 1John 2:9-11 and
discuss ways we might harbor animosity toward someone else, even if we don't directly come out
and say we hate them. Keep this card close by and encourage the students to jot down times
throughout the week where they shared the love of Christ with someone else. This could be
anywhere from sharing their lunch at school, to helping a neighbor, to being kind to a sibling. You
could ask them to bring these back next week to see how they did.

Don’t Be Distracted By the World (Game). Use this as a time-filler if needed, or develop this idea
further if you want, and make it into an actual activity. Incorporate the HOOK activity completed
earlier, “Temptation of the World” if appropriate. Ask the students to proceed along a taped line on
the floor or a balance beam raised above the floor. As they walk along (you could reuse the
footprints from the “Walking Like Christ” activity completed earlier during the LOOK time), the
teachers are gently hitting them with pillows and trying to knock them off track. As they walk along,
they could be reciting the memory verse, and the teachers are calling out temptations or distractions
which occur in the world that might cause us to stumble, get side-tracked, or lose sight of where we
are headed. There should be a consequence for falling off of the line (such as going back to the
starting point), as well as a reward for those who finally make it to the end of the path. Start the
game by reading 1John 2:15-17.

D Walk in the Light (Craft). Have students make mirror or window stickers. Each student will need:

(1) piece of 3 x 6 3/4’ transparent book cover material

Permanent or dry erase markers
Have them use permanent or dry erase markers to make 'stained glass' or draw pictures of things
that remind them of walking in the light and obedience (i.e., sun, footprints, smiling face ). Using a
black permanent marker, they should write, "WALK IN THE LIGHT 1 Jn.2:3" or write out the entire
verse. Ask the children to put these on a mirror or window that they use or see daily and challenge
them to reflect upon whether or not they are walking in obedience.

D Memory Verse Chart (Learning Incentive). Here is a chart for you to use to help keep track of the

verses your kids have said for 1 John, 1JN02.GF10.

D Walking in the Light Flashlight Test (Memory Verse Incentive) Have students say the memory

verse for last week and assign the verse for next week. When they memorize all the verses they will
earn a neon flashlight.
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Why can we become so easily distracted by these things? Can atrue
Christian love these things as much as they love God? |sit possible to have
both? What can we do when we feel the tug of the world on our hearts?
1INO2.GF1



[THIS IS A TEST]

True or False

You decide for yourself
Read the following questions, and put either a“T” for true or an “F’ for false in the space provided at the left.

Faith Bible Church is located in Spokane, Washington.

Spokane, Washington is in the northwestern part of the United States.
| have 5 people in my family, including myself.

On aclear day, without any clouds, the sky appears to be blue.

| love chocolate.

My favorite color isred.

| love riding on the carousdl at Riverfront Park.

We have more girlsin our Bible School class today than boys.

My Bible School teacher is wonderful, and | love coming to class each week.
| enjoy school.

| have a pet rabbit at home.

The grocery store we shop at has alot of food to choose from.

We drive our car to church every week.

How did you know the answers to the questions above? More than likely you knew the answers because they were things you
had experienced first hand. How do we know if what people say about Jesus are true or false? The apostle John was with Jesus
and experienced His teaching and miracles. He was actually there!l We can study the words he has written and know that God
inspired al that he tells us.

Unscramble the words below to deter minethe...

The Test of Love: GOVILN SETHOR

The Test of Faith. BINEODCEE

The Test of Fellowship: VOLE NAD HRTUT
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What is the Truth about who Christ i1s?

€49°CONCT

Use a dark crayon to color in the boxes that are false.

Use a yellow crayon to color in the boxes that are true.

Jesus’s Jesus Jesus did | Jesus was Jesus Jesus Jesus Jesus Jesus Jesus went | Jesus was
human was only a | not have a | only a spirit did not became a | did not rise did not did not to hell for | only a good
body was | good prophet human hunger or | sinneron from the |heal people| perform our sins man
bad body thirst the Cross dead miracles
Jesus Jesus gave |Jesus had a| Jesus was Jesus Jesus Jesus Jesus was Jesus Jesus Jesus
is into tempta- body only a good is is the ate only a man is loves was
Lord tion man light Creator food Christ you tempted
Jesus Jesus
Jesus Jesus Jesus did not rise | Jesus died | became a Jesus’s Jesus Jesus Jesus went | Jesus was
is did not had the from the in sinner on human did not was fully to hell for | only a good
good perform Holy dead our the Cross | body was | hunger or God our sins man
miracles Spirit place bad thirst
Jesus gave
Jesus was Jesus Jesus Jesus was Jesus Jesus Jesus into tempta- Jesus Jesus Jesus
only a man bore did not only a good is is lives tion shed is the taught
our hunger or prophet Truth God today his Way truth
sins thirst blood
Jesus Jesus
Jesus Jesus Jesus was Jesus Jesus did not have | Jesus was | became a | Jesus was | Jesus was Jesus
did not loves only a good | did not heal was ahuman |onlyagood | sinneron | only a spirit | only a good | lived with
perform everyone man people killed on body prophet the Cross man his
miracles a cross disciples
Jesus Jesus Jesus was Jesus’s Jesus Jesus Jesus Jesus was Jesus Jesus Jesus
did not was only a man human never is was only a man isin is is
hunger or respected body was sinned God human Heaven perfect holy
thirst bad




Tooking At Th
Evidence
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How can wetell if someoneiswalkingin thelight?
What evidence of Christ would you find if you
examined their life?

ls there evidence in your life?
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28.

29.

30.

And what is the anointing from the false teachers? 2:28

As children of God what are we to do and why? 2:28

Can you see by the actions of others, if they are Christians
or not? 2:29

Passage Review Questions
1 John Chapter 2

. Why is John writing this message to us? 2:1

. When we sin, who speaksto God in our defense? 2:1

. What was Chirst for our sins, not only ours but the sins of

the whole world? 2:2

. How do we “know” that we have come to know God? 2:3

. If aman says*“l know Him” but does not do what heis

commanded to do, what ishe? 2:4

. And what of these who obey God’'s Word? 2:5

. Isthisan old or a new commandment? 2:7

. Why does Christ call this old commandment a new

commandment? 2:8

. How isaperson living who claims to be in the light but hates




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

And what of the one who loves his brother? 2:10

What has the darkenss done to the one who hates his
brother? 2:11

What are we not to love? 2:15

If we love the world then what is not in us? 2:15

What isin the world that does not come from the Father but
from the world? 2:16

What passes away from the man who does the will of God?
2:17a

What happens to the man who does the will of God? 2:17b

Asyou have heard the antichrist is coming, even now many
antichrists have come, how do we know it is the last hour?
2:18-19

Verse 21 states, “1 do not write to you because you do not
know the truth, but because and
s 2:20

2

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

27.

Who istheliar? 2:22

What isaliar considered and why? 2:22

No one who denies the Son has what? 2:23

Whoever acknowledges the Son has what? 2:23

If you resist the lies of the antichrist you aso will remain in
what? 2:24 (two things)

With continuing to trust in God what has he promised us?
2:25

What was John writing these things to us about whom and
why? 2:26

What is Christs' anointing? 2:27




Knowing God
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Find the secret message above by first finding the names of the colorsin the puzzle
and crossing them out. Start at the top left box and read right to left. Put the letters
in the spaces provided to find the secret message.

BLACK BLUE BROWN YELLOW
GREEN INDIGO ORANGE WHITE
PEACH PINK PUMPKIN UMBER
PURPLE RED ROSE VIOLET
SLATE TURQUOISE ULTRAMARINE
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Puzzle Key
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1John 2: 3

We know t hat we have cone to know Hmif
we obey Hi s commands.
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Right and Wrong
Attitudes

Instructions: Match the RIGHT to the WRONG
Do Not Sin

Loves his brother
disobeys the truth
Overcomes the Evil One

hates his brother
Knows and Obeys the truth
the World lives in you

lead astray

1INO2.GF7
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Obedience Graph

Walking in the light
and exhibiting
Chrigt-like attitudes
and actions is evidence
of our relationship with
the Lord.

Use this chart to see
how well you are doing
this week, writein
examples of how you
displayed the love of
Christ to others. Note
times when you were
following His example.

Keep track of those
days or times when you
fell short of God's
standards. Confess
those times, and keep
focused on Christ’s
exampleto us.

Mon

Tues Wed Thurs Fri

Sat

Sun

Total Obedience
to Christ

Walking in the
Light

Focused on
following Christ

Seeking to be
afollower

Could be doing
better

Working on my
attitude

Missed the mark

Repent and
Refocus

Walking
in Darkness
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“Anyone who claims to bein the light but hates
his brother is still in the darkness. Whoever
loves his brother livesin the light, and
there is nothing in him to make him stumble.
But whoever hates his brother isin the darkness
and walks around in the darkness; he

does not know where he is going,
because the darkness
has blinded him.”
1 John 2:9-11

“Anyone who claims to bein the light but hates
his brother is still in the darkness. Whoever
loves his brother livesin the light, and
there is nothing in him to make him stumble.
But whoever hates his brother isin the darkness
and walks around in the darkness; he
does not know where he is going,
because the darkness
has blinded him.”

1 John 2:9-11

“Anyone who claims to bein the light but hates
his brother is still in the darkness. Whoever
loves his brother livesin the light, and
there is nothing in him to make him stumble.
But whoever hates his brother isin the darkness
and walks around in the darkness; he
does not know where he is going,
because the darkness
has blinded him.”

1 John 2:9-11

“Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates
his brother is still in the darkness. Whoever
loves his brother livesin the light, and
there is nothing in him to make him stumble.
But whoever hates his brother isin the darkness
and walks around in the darkness; he
does not know where he is going,
because the darkness
has blinded him.”

1 John 2:9-11
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